
REAL ID CHANGES
Laminated forms okay

Kentucky has now approved the
acceptance of laminated identifica-
tion forms, including Social Secu-
rity cards. Multiple forms of
personal identification are required
in order for Kentucky residents to
acquire a REAL ID. The new IDs will
be required to fly on commercial
domestic flights or get onto mili-
tary bases beginning Oct. 1. You
may apply for a REAL ID in one of
two western Kentucky locations,
Madisonville or Paducah. You may
also visit your local circuit court
clerk’s office to learn more about
how to apply.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Board of

Education will hold a working ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, March
12 at Rocket Arena.

•Marion City Council will meet
in regular session at 5 p.m., Mon-
day, March 16 at City Hall.

•Marion Tourism Commission
will meet at 4 p.m., Wednesday,
March 18 at the Marion Welcome
Center.

•Crittenden County Fiscal
Court will meet in regular session
at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, March 19
at the courthouse.

In Crittenden County
No MORE BIKE ROAD TESTS

Beginning immediately there will
no longer be any road tests con-
ducted in Critten-
den County for
licensing motor-
cycle drivers. The
decision was
made in response
to a lack of an
adequate venue
for road testing.
Those wishing to
take the motorcycle road test
will need to make arrangements to
take the road test in Webster, Cald-
well or Hopkins counties. 

No school on Friday
Crittenden County Schools will

be out on Friday for a school calen-
dar professional development day
for teachers and staff. Students will
also get a spring break April 6-10
and be out for a teacher planning
day on April 13.

As spring nears
and local weather
improves, area
road departments
are beginning to
make repairs
across the county.
Stay tuned to The
Press Online for
the latest develop-
ments in road clos-
ings or repair
schedules so you
can plan your commute or other travel. Some-
times we find out about road closings only a
couple of days in advance. As soon as we know,
we post that information online.
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SINGLED OUT IN COLLEGE
Moss recognized by conference, Sports Page 10

Podcasts
Listen to What’s Going
On in Your Community

Just in case you don’t get enough detail in the
newspaper, catch our in-depth sports podcasts
online. We will be previewing spring seasons.

The-Press.com
Join more than 
4,000 daily viewers

Here are some things you
need to know about the up-
coming U.S. Census and what
will happen in Crittenden
County to help everyone be
counted:
n Internet response will begin
March 12.
n Census IDs will be mailed
March 12. If you do not have a

mailbox at your home, you will
not receive an ID. The Census
does not send IDs to post of-
fice boxes. If you do not re-
ceive an ID, that’s okay, you
may still respond online, by
phone or fill out a paper form.
n Official U.S. Census forms
will be available starting April
1. If you do not receive one in

the mail, they will be available
in Marion at various locations,
including the library, schools,
courthouse, city hall and com-
munity centers.
n You may respond to com-
plete your Census information
by phone starting on April 1.
The number will not be re-
leased until that time.
n Paper forms should be re-
turned before the end of June.
n June is the deadline for self
reporting to the U.S. Census.
n Those who do not respond
by June will be contacted by
U.S. Census enumerators who
will contact individuals at their
homes. You do not have to
allow a Census worker into
your home, and you may re-
spond via phone rather than

having your information taken
by the Census worker.
n It takes about 10 minutes to
complete the U.S. Census.
n Deadline to complete the
U.S. Census is Dec. 31, 2020.
n Anyone residing in a
longterm community living fa-
cility such nursing homes,
jails, military bases, etc., will
be counted in the county
where they are at the time of
the Census. Because of that,
Crittenden County could see
an uptick in its popular be-
cause at any given time there
are about 225 inmates housed
at the Crittenden County De-
tention Center.
n The U.S. Census is the
largest peacetime effort con-
ducting by the country.

Judge-Executive Perry Newcom signs a U.S. Census Proclamation in front of com-
munity leaders and social studies students last week at CCHS.

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

    Coldest      Hottest      Wettest
       Day           Day            Day
    12.1      71.5      1.70
   Fri, Feb. 14   Mon, Feb. 3    Tue, Feb. 4

FEBRUARY 2020

                                             2020        2019       2018        2017      2016
Average Temp      39.4      41.9     43.3     47.6    39.4
Coldest Day         12.1      16.8    111.4    13.9    12.1
Hottest Day          71.5      68.2     76.9     76.7    73.7
Precipitation        5.24      8.80     9.76     1.92    4.33
Wettest Day          1.70      1.52     2.31     0.86    1.80

n It rained 4 out of every 10 days during the
month of February 2020.There were 12 days of
measurable precipitation during the second
month of the year. The longest cold snap was
Feb. 19-22 with 4 straight lows below freezing.

STAFF REPORT
He is twice in the Guinness

Book of World Records for skydiv-
ing and distance running. His in-
volvement as a volunteer with Red
Cross has taken him into many
disaster zones, including Ground
Zero in New York City immediately
after 9/11 and he’s a 9th Dan
Grand Master Tae Kwon Do who
has worked for more than 30 years
with the United States Olympic Or-
ganization and the U.S. National
team.
Jim Wigginton grew up in Crit-

tenden County, but the tentacles of

his many accomplishments span
the entire globe as a championship
daredevil of sorts, fitness enthusi-
ast and heralded stair climber. 
His most treasured accomplish-

ment, however, is a foundation he
has largely personally funded to
improve research for thyroid can-
cer, raising the life expectancy of
those suffering from the disease by
two years.
At age 71, Wigginton shows no

signs of slowing. Later this month
he’s headed to Chile in South 

See RESEARCH/page 3

Marion native risks jumps
into thyroid cancer research

Crittenden County High School graduate Jim Wigginton

Census Tips Off this Week
Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom
and other local leaders met with students last week
at Crittenden County High School to sign a proclama-
tion declaring the community’s acknowledgement of
and support for upcoming U.S. Census. Citizens from
various sectors of the community shared their per-
sonal views of the Census’ importance with students
in Shannon Hodge’s integrated social studies class. 

See County Proclamation at The Press Online

Woman’s Club is
celebrating 100
Years in Marion
STAFF REPORT
Jazz was invented and Amelia Earhart

was taking flying lessons when the
Woman’s Club of Marion was being
formed in 1920. 
A century ago, sixteen local women met

in each other’s homes and created what
was originally a literary club with inten-
tions of making a positive impact on the
community. That original mission 

See CENTURY/page 12



The hate that is being
taught, and even de-
manded, by
so many
po l i t i c ians ,
their followers
and most of
the media, is
alarming and
very danger-
ous.
God’s word

warns us
that, “Whoso-
ever hates his fellowman
is a murderer.” 1st John
3:15.
Many hooded, masked

people are ganging on
our streets trying to kill
all who do not believe like
they do.
Most of the universities

cause a riot if one person
is found to not agree with
the Marxist, dangerous,
dictatorial demand of all
the haters on their cam-
puses.
Here is another de-

scription by God of those

who hate; “He that hates
his fellowman is in dark-
ness, and knows not
where he goes, because
that darkness has
blinded his eyes.” 1st
John 2:11.
So many of these

haters claim to be Chris-
tian, yet God’s word says,
“We know that we have
passed from death unto
life, because we love our
fellowman, He that loves
not his fellowman abides
in death.” 1st John 3:14.
Jesus also tells us,

“Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do
good to them that hate
you, and pray for them
which despitefully use
you, and persecute you.”
Matt. 5:44.
What so many people

say with their mouth is
worlds apart from what
shows with their actions.
Jesus also says, “Be-

ware of false
prophets,..every good

tree brings forth good
fruit, but a corrupt tree
brings forth evil fruit.
Wherefore by their fruits
you shall know them.”
How one top female

politician, in a rebuke to
a question demanded
“Don’t mess with me!,”
telling them what “a good
Catholic she was and
hated no one, and prayed
for the President all the
time.” Yet, she let the
whole world see her hate
as she stood behind the
President and violently
tore up his speech, and
went out of the room with
glee saying, “It was the
courteous thing to do.”
How very sad and na-

tionally destructive it is
that so many people do
not know the Bible, caus-
ing moral decadence in
our Nation with millions
deceived, thinking they
are Christian.
That Bible which is so

often ignored tells us,

“Therefore my people are
being destroyed because
they have no knowl-
edge;... therefore hell has
enlarged herself, and
opened her mouth with-
out measure; and their
glory and their multi-
tude, and their pomp,
and he that rejoices,
shall descend into it, and
the mean man shall be
brought down, and the
mighty man and the eyes
of the lofty shall be hum-
bled... and woe to them
that call evil good and
good evil... and woe to
them that are wise in
their own eyes, and pru-
dent in their own sight!”
Isaiah 5:13-20.
May God cause every

Christian that reads this
to pray for our people,
and every lost person to
name their sins to God,
asking for and believing
for His forgiveness. He
must then ask for His
Holy Spirit to come live in

him so they can read and
understand the Bible.
Our only hope for our
people and a home in
Heaven after all this is
over.
Remember His prom-

ise, “If my people, which
are called by My name,
shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek My
face, and turn from their
wicked ways; them will I
hear from Heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.” 2nd

Chronicles 7:14.
All who have suffered

and died for this nation
and their suffering fami-
lies deserve all of us com-
ing to God for its
blessings, to keep it from
being destroyed by God
over its depraved sins.

Sister Lucy Tedrick’s col-
umn appears periodically
in this newspaper. Her
comments are her own.
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We kicked off week nine of
the 2020 Regular Session last
week with a visit from two spe-
cial guests in the Senate cham-
ber, Save the Children Action
Network President, Mark
Shriver and award-winning ac-
tress, Jennifer Garner. Many
might not know that Jennifer
Garner grew up in West Vir-
ginia where she witnessed the
effects of generational poverty
on children, similar to those we
see in rural Kentucky. With the
help of local advocates, Ms.
Garner and President Shriver
are working to preserve fund-
ing for Save the Children’s
early childhood education and
literacy programs, which serve
more than 12,000 children
throughout the Common-
wealth. It was an honor to wel-
come them to Frankfort.
The Kentucky General As-

sembly crossed another mile
marker last week by reaching
the deadline to file new bills.
Slightly fewer than 1,000 bills
were filed – 286 Senate bills
and 647 House bills. With the
bill filing deadline on March 4
behind us, we now have a
more complete view of the is-
sues lawmakers will take up
this year. There are sure to be
tough decisions made, along
with some compromises in the
final weeks ahead.
Senate Bill (SB) 2, the Sen-

ate’s proposed voter ID re-
quirement, passed in the
House on Tuesday with provi-
sions. The Senate does not
concur with these changes,

and is there-
fore asking
the House to
recede its
changes to
the bill. If an
agreement is
not reached,
SB 2 will
then move to
a conference
c ommi t t e e
for further
discussion.

A n o t h e r
measure I
am proud to
be sponsor-
ing is SB
136. This would codify in
statute that home health aides
that provide Alzheimer’s and
dementia care have four hours
of training in their first 60 days
of employment. It would also
require a two-hour refresher
course annually. This was the
first piece of legislation to come
from the Alzheimer’s & Demen-
tia Workforce Assessment Task
Force, which I was proud to co-
chair during the interim. Of
our 25 findings last year, we
concluded that Alzheimer’s
and dementia patients have a
longer and higher quality of life
if they can stay in their homes.
This is an issue that is close to
my heart, and I know that one
of the keys to keeping patients
at home was a high-quality
aide. I look forward to contin-
ued discussions and findings
to help Kentuckians living with

Alzheimer’s and dementia.
A House measure relating to

medicinal marijuana research
passed in the Senate this
week. House Concurrent Reso-
lution 5 urges national drug
organizations, such as the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration,
to expedite research into the
potential therapeutic benefits
and risks of using marijuana
for health purposes.
Women represented 40 per-

cent of the computer science
workforce in 1995. Today, that
number is less than 25 per-
cent. SB 193 establishes a goal
of increasing participation in
computer science courses by
underrepresented groups, in-
cluding females, minorities,
students with disabilities, Eng-
lish language learners, and
students whose families are el-
igible for free or reduced-price
lunch. SB 193 includes the
number of computer science
courses or programs offered in
each school, as well as the na-
ture of those courses or pro-
grams, and the number of
instructors required. I am
proud to support this bill and
hope to see an increase in
computer science participation
upon its passage. 
Legislation to rein in sur-

prise medical billing is also ad-
vancing to the House. SB 150
seeks to stop the practice by
requiring insurers to cover
surprise medical billing. This
happens when a patient re-
ceives medical care – often un-
wittingly – outside of their

insurer’s network. Subse-
quently, the doctors or hospital
bills the patient for the amount
insurance didn’t cover. SB 150
would require the state insur-
ance commissioner to estab-
lish a database of billed health
care service charges, and it
would provide a dispute reso-
lution program for medical in-
surers and providers to work
out their differences over these
out-of-network charges, not
the patient.
A bill that would criminalize

the “doxing” of minors, SB 182,
also passed. By definition, dox-
ing is the act of publicly iden-
tifying or publishing private
information about someone,
especially as a form of punish-
ment, intimidation, or revenge.
This legislation was brought
after a Northern Kentucky stu-
dent was doxed following the
posting of a video of him with a
Native American protester in
Washington D.C. SB 182 is a
commonsense step to address
the growing problem of cyber
harassment in today’s digital-
driven era, and would protect
the privacy of minors.
Other bills passing this

week include: 
SB 21 allows veterinarians

to report the abuse of animals
under their care. Currently,
veterinarians are prohibited by
law from reporting abuse of
animals under their care un-
less they have the permission
of the owner or are under a
court order.
SJR 35 directs the Cabinet

for Health and Family Services
to establish the Task Force on
Services for Persons with Brain
Injuries.
SB 115 amends the statute

regarding the tuition waiver for
Kentucky foster or adopted
children to include graduate
programs and extends the eli-
gibility time period to 10 con-
secutive or non-consecutive
semesters up to age 28.
SB 136 requires home

health aides who have not pro-
vided services to clients who
have Alzheimer’s disease or
other forms of dementia to
complete four hours of ap-
proved dementia training. 
SB 148 Requires individuals

applying to claim certain agri-
culture exceptions to first
apply for an agriculture ex-
emption number from the Ken-
tucky Department of Revenue
(DOR). The bill further requires
that DOR develop a searchable
agriculture exemption number
database for sellers and retail-
ers to use for verification. 
SB 159 sets regulations for

the operation and maintenance
of splash pads and to establish
their separation from those of
swimming pools.

Contact Sen. Mills toll-free at
1-800-372-7181 or email
Robby.Mills@LRC.KY.GOV. You
can also review the legisla-
ture’s work online at www.leg-
islature.ky.gov

Our state constitution re-
quires the General Assembly to
pass the Executive, Trans-
portation, Judicial, & Legisla-
tive budgets plus the Revenue
bill every two years. There are
several steps in the process;
the first step is for the governor
to present his proposals to the
General Assembly. The Gover-
nor did this in late January.
The next step is for the House
to rework them and send them
on to the Senate. Constitution-
ally, all appropriation and rev-
enue bills must start in the
House of Representatives and
three of these - Revenue, Exec-
utive, and Legislative - passed
out of the House this past Fri-
day. 
House Bill 352 (HB-352) is

the Executive budget bill that
is commonly referred to as the
General Fund budget. It is im-
portant to note that funding
the Actuarial Required Contri-
bution (ARC) for pensions is
not required by law, but HB-
352 allocates $1 billion over
and above the ARC. There is
still a need, however, for sub-
stantial changes in the steps
that determine how to fund re-
tirement income for public em-
ployees after their retirement.
There is simply no way the
Commonwealth (taxpayers)
can afford to continue making
these extremely high pension
payments. We must take an-
other look at pension reform.

Last year the General As-
sembly passed and the Gover-
nor signed a bill requiring
schools to take steps to up-
grade security, but funding
was not in-
cluded in the
bill. HB-352 al-
locates $67.45
Million over the
biennium (2
years) for facil-
ity changes
and new guid-
ance coun-
selors to meet
the require-
ments of last
year’s bill.
In an effort to

retain and hire
more social
workers in the
Department of
Community Based Services
(DCBS), HB-352 includes a 5-
percent raise for current social
workers and authorizes one
hundred (100) new hires.
DCBS is the department re-
sponsible for foster care in the
Commonwealth and it is im-
perative that we provide for
those children.
One of the governor’s cam-

paign promises was a $2,000
raise for all teachers, but his
proposal did not do that. In-
stead, he did include a one-
time $2,000 stipend for
teachers who were hired before
a certain date, but the money

would not be included in the
calculation of retirement bene-
fits. Rather than simply ac-
cepting the governor’s proposal
for political purposes, the
House took a different route.
HB-352 gives a 1% raise in
both fiscal years to all public
employees. This includes
teachers, and all certified and
classified public school em-
ployees.  
The governor’s proposal in-

cluded approximately $316
million for the Budget Reserve
Trust Fund, commonly called
the Rainy Day Fund. Once
again the House took a differ-
ent approach. HB-352 allo-
cates $392.4 Million for the
Budget Reserve Trust Fund, a
more than $76 million increase
to the governor’s proposal.
For the first time in quite a

while, funding for post-sec-
ondary education has been in-
creased. HB-352 includes an
additional $26 million for post-
secondary education. HB-352
also provides extra funding for
prosecutors and personnel
serving in Kentucky’s constitu-
tional offices.
Several years ago Volkswa-

gen was found to have incor-
rectly provided fuel efficiency
numbers. A settlement was
reached between Volkswagen
and the federal government. As
a result of the settlement,
states are eligible to receive
money based on the number of

Volkswagen’s sold in each
state. Kentucky is eligible to
receive over $20 million. HB-
352 allocates $8.4 million for
higher efficiency transit buses,
thus allowing federal grants to
be received. The remainder of
Kentucky’s portion is allocated
for the purchase of higher effi-
ciency school buses. This will
enable the purchase of 113
school buses statewide to re-
place older school buses.
One of the most controver-

sial elements of the Governor’s
budget proposal was the
“sweeping” of $11 million over
the biennium from the Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife to
other areas of the budget. The
department gets money from
user fees and not the General
Fund. This $11 million was
from boater registration fees
and the loss of this money
would decimate the depart-
ment. The Budget Review Sub-
committee for Economic
Development Tourism, Energy,
and Public Protection has the
responsibility for this the De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife.
As the chair of this subcom-
mittee, I was able to get the
$11 million back in the budget
to make sure hunters and fish-
ermen and fisherwomen are
able to continue enjoying the
abundant resources our great
state has to offer.
I voted yes on HB-352, it

passed and has been sent to

the Senate to make any
changes that chamber feels are
necessary. I am sure the Sen-
ate will make changes and
send it back to the House, ul-
timately requiring a House –
Senate Committee to be
formed in order to work out the
differences between the House
and Senate.
The Legislative Budget,

House Bill 355 (HB-355) also
came up for a vote. The main
takeaways from it are that
there no raises for legislators
and there is no funding for leg-
islators’ pensions. The money
that would have been allocated
for legislative pensions was
redirected to the State Police
Retirement Plan. I voted yes on
HB-355, the bill passed, and
has been sent to the Senate to
make any changes that cham-
ber feels are necessary. If
changes are made it would
come back to the House and go
through the same process as
that I mentioned for HB-352.

Rep. Bechler may be reached
through the toll-free message
line at 800-372- 7181, at 502-
564- 8100, by visiting the Ken-
tucky Legislature Home page at
www.lrc.ky.gov and clicking on
the “Email Your Legislator” link,
or by mail to the Capitol Annex,
Frankfort, KY 40601.
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Pension reform will require another candid look
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Man held
on charge of
kidnapping
STAFF REPORT
A Marion man is being

held in Crittenden
County De-
t e n t i o n
Center on a
$100 ,000
bond fol-
lowing his
recent ar-
rest on
charges of kidnapping,
assault and sodomy. 
Cody Heath Bull, 47,

is alleged to have en-
tered the home of a fe-
male acquaintance, beat
her with his fists and at
gunpoint held her
against her will
overnight before she was
able to lock him out of
the house long enough
to call 911.
Bull appeared in Crit-

tenden District Court
last week for arraign-
ment and he was sched-
uled for a preliminary
hearing in front of Dis-
trict Judge Daniel Heady
on Wednesday of this
week.
Bull is facing charges

of kidnapping with seri-
ous physical injury,
first-degree sodomy with
serious physical injury,
second-degree assault
(domestic violence), first-
degree burglary and
third-degree terroristic
threatening.
The incident is alleged

to have occurred be-
tween the hours of 5
p.m., Sept. 9 and 10
a.m., Sept. 10. Bull was
arrested on Feb. 26 fol-
lowing an investigation
by Deputy Chuck
Hoover of the Crittenden
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.
The victim sought

treatment at Crittenden
Community Hospital fol-
lowing the alleged attack
and a sexual assault kit
was used to collect evi-
dence, court records
say.
There was another ac-

tive warrant for Bull’s
arrest when he was
taken into custody on
these charges. The war-
rant was for unpaid
fines and failure to ap-
pear in court on traffic
charges. Bull has a
lengthy criminal history
filling nearly five pages
from arrests dating back
to 1992 in Crittenden,
Lyon, Livingston, Mc-
Cracken, Caldwell and
Hopkins counties for a
variety of crimes includ-
ing minor drug offenses,
DUI, receiving stolen
property, disorderly con-
duct and traffic viola-
tions. 
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RESEARCH
Continued from page 1
America to skydive over
an active volcano and
next will be a stop in
Nepal for a tandem jump
from an airplane over the
Himalayas with plans to
land on a tiny landing
zone 20,000 feet in the
mountain range. If suc-
cessful, that will qualify
for a third entry in Guin-
ness. 
He’s run triathlons,

bungie jumped off of
dams and skyscrapers
and made a fortune as a
businessman.
The primary objective

for all these colossal ad-
ventures is to draw at-
tention to his mission to
thwart the disease that
took his wife’s life in
2013 after a six-year bat-
tle with thyroid cancer. A
robust man, Wigginton
recently completed a fit-
ness challenge, complet-
ing 30,000 pushups and
90,000 setups in 71
days, plenty more than
he ever did in the mili-
tary, serving in the U.S.
Marines as a sergeant in
the 1960s.
The intrepid father of

three and grandfather of
nine admits that the
biggest challenge in un-
dertaking his daredevil
pursuits is to stay alive.
Despite incredible pre-
cautions, his exploits
carry great risk.
“I’ve always tried to do

some pretty big things.
Now, I just look for bigger

things that will gain
media attention so I can
turn the focus to the
foundation,” he said.
The Punya Thyroid

Cancer Endowed Fund –
so titled after a nickname
he had for his late wife –
is the foremost research
facility in the county for
thyroid cancer research.
It’s at the University of
Michigan, and Wigginton
has already given $6 mil-
lion to the foundation
and is working alongside
the university to raise
another $4 million. He
hopes to harness aware-
ness – and contributions
– for the foundation by
doing things that fasci-
nate and attract world-
wide attention, like
skydiving into the Hi-
malayas.
“It’s dangerous. That’s

why it’s never been done
before,” he said.
Wigginton now lives in

Van Buren Township,
Mich., but business
takes him across the
country. He gets back to
western Kentucky quite
regularly to tend to af-
fairs at one of his compa-

nies, Industrial Services.
He also stays in close
contact with a handful of
childhood friends in Mar-
ion, including former
mayor Mickey Alexander
and retired contractor
Ronnie Riley. They all
graduated together in
1966 from CCHS. In high
school, Wigginton was a
lineman on the Rocket
football team and per-
formed in the marching
band that went to the Or-
ange Bowl. His family
settled in the Fredonia
area in the 1800s, but
hardly any are left
around here now, except
a cousin, former Marion
insurance agent David
Wigginton.
You can learn more on-

line about his Nancy Wig-
ginton Professorships of
Thyroid Cancer and the
University of Michigan’s
Punya Thyroid Cancer
Endowed Fund. You can
also search the web for
Jim Wigginton Guinness
Book of World Records to
learn more about his
record-setting parachute
jump that took place last
fall.

Custom
coins
were is-
sued to
mark
Wiggin-
ton and
his part-
ner’s
jump.



Editor’s Note: This is
Part 2 of a story about Lit-
tle E.
One night,

after a four-inch
snowfall, E fol-
lowed Eddie
from the barn to
the back porch
where he was
sweeping. Eddie
picked him up
and took him to
the dry area
under our car-
port. When he
came back to
the porch, Little
E followed him.
Eddie decided to
put him down in
the snow which
was about chest
high on him.
The pup looked around
for a few seconds, then
fell flat over on his side,
stiff as a board. Eddie
picked him up, shook
him and brushed him off
a little. “You’re so nerv-
ous, Little E, we should
have called you Barney
Fife!”  In a few minutes,
he tried it a second time.
Same thing. After a few
more attempts, he got the
idea and decided he liked
snow.
Now, in the heart of

winter, he was gone. Im-
mediately, we divided our
search. The sun would go
down in a couple of
hours. Rain and freezing
temperatures were pre-
dicted over the next few
days. Surely, we would
find him by then.
I circled the house and

outbuildings calling his
name. If he heard me, he
would come, that is un-
less he was hurt or
worse. There was always

the chance he had come
out of the barn and pur-
sued a squirrel or deer

into the woods
that surrounded
our place. If so,
coyotes would
be sure to take
notice. February
was their mat-
ing season. They
would kill small
animals if they
got too close.
Little E wouldn’t
know about
that. He never
backed down to
a larger dog. He
would brace and
show his teeth.
No matter what
size dog con-
fronted him, He

thought he was bigger. 
In the meantime,

Dakota took the golf cart
to the upper field, check-
ing for any sign of the lit-
tle guy. I, on the other
hand, came back to the
house to look in every
nook where he some-
times napped. Eddie was
searching underneath
every building with his
flashlight, hoping he had
simply run a rabbit and
got stuck. Eddie and I
took another loop around
the farm. No Little E.
When we were satis-

fied we had covered as
much area as we could
by dark, we had to give
up. It was a long night.
Neither of us could sleep.
I checked the back door
several times. 
“If he can get back,” I

told Eddie, “he will come
here.” I was starting to
realize he had sneaked
into my heart when I
wasn’t looking. 

When he wasn’t home
the next morning, we en-
larged our perimeter,
taking our truck down
country roads. We
stopped along the way to
call out his name. No re-
sponse.
Dakota called from

work. “Why don’t you run
a post on Facebook?”

What can it hurt? I
thought. In 15 minutes,
Little E’s description was
out in cyberspace. 
Another neighbor,

Lila, was visiting her
mother who lived a mile
from us when she no-
ticed my post. Later, she
told me she took a screen
shot and sent my post to
Carl, another neighbor,
who wasn’t on her Face-
book or mine. She had
sent it as a text message
to him. That’s when Carl
called me. 
“Hey, Linda. I heard

you’re missing a dog.” I
knew we had been by his
place several times, but I
started from the begin-
ning. I kept reminding
myself there was still
hope. He assured me he
would keep a watch out
for him.
We had some appoint-

ments the next day, so
we tried to put the sub-
ject of our funny little dog
behind us. It wasn’t easy.
I found myself looking in
every ditch along the
way. Once we saw a
black and white animal
sunning in a field and
caught our breaths. But,
no, it was a pretty house-
cat about Little E’s size. 
“Eddie, I keep thinking

about what I’d do if we
found him. I can imagine
him sitting in my lap

again tonight, just like
before,” Linda said.
“Me too. I already miss

him.”
Wednesday morning,

we had to take our car to
the mechanic’s. On the
way home, instead of
turning on our road,
Eddie went straight up
the hill.  
“Let’s give it one more

try,” Eddie said. 
When that effort

failed, there was nothing
left to say. We had run
out of hope. 
That afternoon, we did

some cleaning and
straightening in our barn
room, one of those things
we had been putting off.
We took a break, sat by
the fire and tried to get
our minds reconciled to
the loss of our Little E,
when we heard a motor
in our driveway.
Eddie went to the

door. I heard voices, so I
followed him outside.
Carl and another man
got out of a truck and
walked toward us. 
The first thing they

asked was, “Is this your
dog?” 
Somewhere in the

background, Carl was in-
troducing Roger, a friend
of his who trained dogs. 
Then, I saw something

wrapped in a towel un-
derneath the man’s arm
with only its head stick-
ing out. Eddie and I
looked at each other, but
couldn’t say a thing. As
they got closer, we real-
ized it was Little E. Tears
filled my eyes as the two
men started explaining
where he was and how
they knew where to bring
him. 

“Roger trains terriers,”
Carl said. “So, when he
saw this little guy stand-
ing in the middle of the
road, he called me.”

“Yeah,” I love dogs,”
Roger said. “I immedi-
ately called Carl and
asked if he knew anyone
who had lost a black and
white dog.”
Carl jumped on it.

“Yes!” he said. “Pick it
up!” Luckily, Carl had re-
ceived Lila’s screenshot
from my Facebook post
and knew right where to
go with it.
We must have

thanked them 100 times.
His feet were red, his coat
was wet, and his eyes
were dull. He shivered
like he was freezing to
death, but he was home.
We knew we had to

work fast. We quickly
took him inside by the
heat. Obviously dehy-
drated, he drank two full
bowls of water. His eyes
brightened when Eddie
put him in my lap. Before
long, he was warm and
sound asleep. When he
woke up, Eddie fed him a
whole can of Vienna
sausages, his favorite
treat! 
By morning, Little E

was fully recovered,
thanks to all our friends,
neighbors, and Face-
book. As for me, I’m not
surprised. It’s just an-
other one of God’s small
blessings that keep
adding up every day.

Linda DeFew is an au-
thor and frequent contrib-
utor to The Crittenden
Press.

50 years ago
Thursday, March 12

• The Crittenden County
High School Cheerleading
Squad was presented the
First Runner-Up Award at
the Fifth District Basketball
Tournament. Those who
accepted the award were
Pam Holloman, LuAnn
Porter, Libby Loyd, Susan
Rogers, Mary Davis, Paula
Nunn and Janet Loyd. 

• County Judge John W.
Chandler and Marion
Mayor, B.A. Phillips pro-
claimed March 21 as "Bob
Wheeler Appreciation Day"
in Marion and Crittenden
County. Wheeler was the
Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Crittenden
County Historical Society
and worked diligently to-
ward salvaging items of
historical significance

within the county. 
• Crittenden County do-

nated $634.39 to the Heart
Fund. 

25 years ago
Thursday, March 16

• Seventeen members
of the Crittenden County
Band of Pride participated
in the annual solo and en-
semble contest, each re-
ceiving superior, excellent
and good ratings. Those
performing were Jessica
James, Martha Paris,
William Stone, Misty
Brown, Heather Davidson,
Bruce McClure, Byron
Powell, Joey Little, Jared
Minner, Audrey Ginn, Je-
remy Johnson, Ryan Orr,
Mary Vickery, Amanda Feil,
Bryan Brown, Scottie
Brown and Matt Systo. 

• CCMS students sang

at Murray State University
in the first Middle School
Quad State Choral Festi-
val. Students performing
were Stephanie Alexander,
Michael Calvert, Stephanie
Deane, Amy Dennis, Shan-
non Joyce, Jason Sisco,
Jennifer Sisco, Velvet Vas-
suer and Brandi White. 

• The local Facilities
Planning Committee sub-
mitted a plan for a new
high school to the State
Department of Education. 

. 
10 years ago
Thursday, March 11

• All four of Crittenden
County's chess teams ad-
vanced to the state tourna-
ment. The primary level
team consisted of Chase
Stevens, James Crider,
Ethan Stone, Riley Mc-
Connell and Dennon Wil-
son. The elementary level
chess team included Clay
Stevens, Clay Croft, Logan
Belt and Jared Lundy. The
CCMS chess players were
Cameron McDaniel, Cole

Foster, Marcus Hughes,
Micah Holloman and Jant-
zon Croft. High School
members were Will Hayes,
Alex Kirby, Cody Pinson,
Korey Mayes and Joseph
Tedford. 

• Crittenden County
Middle School students
competed in the first ever

Paducah Science Bowl.
Students were Hayden Mc-
Connell, Anna Schnittker,
Cole Foster, Micah Hollo-
man, Marcus Hughes and
were coached by Teresa
Foster. This team brought
home a second place tro-
phy and $300. 

McGowan
MSU Fellow

Crittenden County High
School senior Ellie Mc-
Gowan has been selected
as a 2024 Murray State
University Presidential Fel-
low. She qualified for the
scholarship and competed
among 120 other mem-
bers of the class of 2024 in
an honors day competition
including written, resume,
essay and interview por-
tions. She is one of only 18
Presidential Fellows cho-
sen. As a Presidential Fel-
low, she will enroll this fall
in the Murray State Univer-
sity Honors College and
participate in research for
the university. McGowan is
the daughter of Mollie Mc-
Gowan of Fredonia.

Hayride sold
out Saturday

The Old Kentucky
Hayride at Fohs Hall is a
sellout once again.
Planned for Saturday
night, the bluegrass con-
cert will feature Franklin
Hamilton, Shawn Johnson,
Dave Conyer, Tay Joslin,
Glen Browning and an ap-
parence by Minnie Pearl
and Classy & Grassy
artists Brennan Cruce and
Cutter and Cash Single-
ton, among others. Con-
cessions will be provided
by Crittenden County Proj-
ect Graduation, and pro-
ceeds benefit the
Crittenden County Food
Bank.

• Deer Creek Baptist
Church is having a picture
scavenger hunt March 14
to benefit World Vision
Global 6k for Water. Cost
for a four-person team is
$20 per team. Contact
Chad Bell at (270) 969-
0385 or Sandi Bell at (270)
969-0041 for more infor-
mation.

•Pleasant Hill and
Paris Cemetery Associa-
tions will meet for their an-
nual meeting at 7 p.m.,
March 17 at Pleasant Hill
Regular Baptist Church lo-
cated at 861 Pleasant Hill
Road.  Individuals having
family members buried in
these two cemeteries are
encouraged to attend.  Do-
nations for the cemeteries
can be sent to Charlie
Hunt, 501 E. Bellville St.,
Marion, KY 42064.

Google move
The location for the free

Grow With Google com-
puter classes has been
moved to the Crittenden
County Public Library. Dif-
ferent topics are ad-
dressed each day, March
11, March 17, March 31,
April 14 and May 6.
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Extension
• FCS Agent Janeen

Tramble’s monthly class
“Cooking Through the
Calendar” will be held
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,
March 17 at the Extension
Annex. This month’s
recipe is Breakfast Hash.
This class will count to-
wards Community Christ-
mas. Participants will get
hands on food preparation
and a delicious meal along
with nutritional information.
Pre-registration is re-
quired, please call (270)
965-5236. 

• Hooks & Horns will
meet at noon March 18 at
the Extension office.

4-H
• Rockology will meet

at 3 p.m., March 12 at the
Ben E. Clement Mineral
Museum.

• Robotics Club will
meet from 3:15-5 p.m.,
March 12 and March 26  at
the Crittenden County
Public Library.

• Dog Club will meet
from 3:15-4:30 p.m.,
March 23 at the Extension
Annex. 

• Homeschool Club
will meet at 1 p.m., March
24 at the Extension Annex. 

• Pinterest Club will
meet from 3:15-5 p.m.,
March 25 at the Extension
Annex. 
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Facebook outreach leads E home

10 years ago this week, Brandy Book and Daelynn
Hardin participated in Crittenden County Elementary
School’s Family Fitness Night. 

Crittenden County’s FBLA chapter earned a Silver Level designation while competing in regional events Monday at Murray State University. 

FBLA awards regional winners
Forty-one Crittenden

County High School sen-
iors competed in regional
FBLA contests Monday at
Murray State University.
Eighteen students re-
ceived first- or second-
place recognition.
As a chapter, Critten-

den’s FBLA earned a Sil-
ver Level designation for

its performances. 
Students will compete

in Louisville April 20-22.
Individual results are

as follows:
• James Crider, Seth

Taylor and Leah Fritts -
first place broadcast
journalism
•Simon Shepard - first

business calculations

•Dane West - first
place computer problem
solving
• Cole Swinford - first

place networking con-
cepts
• Samantha Tinsley -

first place publication de-
sign
• Kyron Hicks - second

place electronic career

portfolio
• Kate Keller and Ken-

lee McDaniel - second
place emerging business
issues:  
• Addie Hatfield and

Macie Hunt - second
place global business: 
• Chloe James - sec-

ond place help desk 
• Coby West - second

place introduction to in-
formation technology 
• Hannah Bell - sec-

ond place job interview 
• Shelby Cooper, Ash-

leigh Dunkerson and Lily
Newcom - second man-
agement decision mak-
ing.
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Farming a part of Crittenden County’s history

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Staff writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Farming has always 
been a way of life for 
many Crittenden Coun-
tains. Once there were 
many small 
farms all over 
the county. 
Farmers were 
able to pro-
vide a living for 
their families 
and even make 
some income 
from their 
land. Farming 
was an import-
ant topic that 
was always be-
ing discussed 
with hopes of 
improving the 
land, and the 
crops that were 
produced.  

Early as the year 1897 
there was a series of ar-
ticles in The Crittenden 
Press telling about some 
of the farmers in the dif-
ferent areas of the coun-
ty and some of the crops 
there were raising.  

It seems Crittenden 
County had a large ag-
riculture business at 
this time and good hard 
working farmers and 
families help produce 
the crops. The cash crop 
mentioned often was 
that of raising tobac-
co. The article shared a 
nice variety of farms and 
farmers located all over 
the county and some of 
their crops.

___ 
May 27, 1897

Si Franklin of Levias 
was in town yesterday 
with a fine young saddle 
horse for sale.

William  H. Ordway, 
one of the most exten-
sive tobacco raisers in 
the county, has reduced 
his crop this year.

Mr. G. H. Shreever 
says in the View neigh-
borhood there is a 100-
acre wheat field that 
does not look like it 
would be worth cutting.

John Shaffer has been 
selling some mighty fine 
strawberries. He raises 
them as large as peach-
es and has a half dozen 
different varieties.

Mr. George Hughes of 
Weston advertises the 
Rose Eran, an Irish po-
tato new in this section. 
He has been raising po-
tatoes all his life and 
pronounces this the best 
variety he has found.

Mr. Andrew J. Ben-
nett of Tolu was in town 
Tuesday.  He is one of 
the extensive farmers 
of the Tolu section, the 
greatest corn growing 
neighborhood in the 
First Congressional dis-
trict.  Mr. Bennett has 
300 acres of corn plant-
ed.

___
June 3, 1897

J. H. McDowell of 
Shady Grove says there 
will not be more than 
half the acreage of to-
bacco in his section this 
year.

Mr. J. C. Adams has 
cut down his tobacco 
acreage this year.  His 
crop will be 25 percent 
less than last year.

Mr. J. F. Conger, one 
of the 30 farmers of 
Pleasant Hill neighbor-
hood, had nine acres of 
tobacco set the middle of 
last week. He tells us he 

has wheat that will yield 
25 bushes per acre.

W. C. Tyner has 
plowed his corn three 

times and says 
he has the best 
in the neigh-
borhood. Not-
withstanding 
his superior 
farming quali-
ties, Mr. Tyner 
finds time oc-
casionally to 
fox hunt.

Squire E. 
H. Taylor of 
New Salem, 
as he is famil-
iarly known, 
because he 
once served 
his county as 
a justice of the 

peace, has one of the 
prettiest homes on the 
Salem Road, and he has 
a fine farm too. He is a 
successful farmer while 
making his farm pro-
duce well.

June 10, 1897 
Joe Samuels of Rep-

ton, who has a fine crop 
of corn this summer, 
was delivering his corn 
to parties in town yes-
terday.

George D. Kemp of 
Shady Grove brought 
his old reaper down to 
town Wednesday and ex-
changed for a new one.

Horace Williamson is 
the only man who re-
ports that he will have a 
larger acreage of tobacco 
this year than last.

Mr. Eli L. Nunn of 
Bells Mines was in town 
Tuesday. When called 
on for the news he said 
with enthusiasm “A fine 
rain yesterday, we are 
up with our work and 
crop prospects are en-
couraging.  If there is no 
hitch anywhere will have 
plenty of hog and homi-
ny in my section in due 
season.”

Mr. Owen Boaz, who 
owns a pretty farm on 
the Dycusburg Mari-
on Road, was in town 
Saturday. He is in good 
spirits over the pros-
pects of a good crop. Mr. 
Boaz is one farmer who 
believes in the virtue of 
commercial fertilizers. 
He thinks they ultimate-
ly improve the land.

Mr. David Gilliland, 
one of the tireless farm-
ers of the Hurricane 
country, was in town 
Tuesday.  Dave is small 
in stature but it is said 
that when it comes to 
moving things on a farm 
he can do more than two 
large men. He has charge 
of Foster Threlkeld’s big 
farm this year and is 
keeping up with his 250 
acres of growing corn.

Occasionally a farm-
er takes hold of an old 
farm and makes a thing 
of beauty of it. One nota-
ble instance of the kind 
is Dan Green took the 
old Akers place, on the 
Fords Ferry Road when 
it was thought past re-
demption and the old 
fields had been termed 

out for years. Dan set his 
wits and muscle to work, 
and now he has as cozy 
a little place as there is 
on the road. The persim-
mon bushes and gullies 
have disappeared and in 
their stead are produc-
tive fields, a handsome 
cottage, which has tak-
en the place of the old 
house, and everything 
around him has a pros-
perous look.

Mr. William H. Bigham 
reports that the tobacco 
farmers of Chapel Hill 
neighborhood are done 
setting out tobacco. 
He reports the follow-
ing crops: Wm. Bigham 
6 acres, Carl Minner 
5 acres, Spillman Hill 
4 acres, Burl Walker 8 
acres, Eura Bigham 5 
acres, Charles Clement 
8 acres, Albert Walker 
4 acres, J. C. Adams 4 
acres.  

A number of these wa-
tered the plants as they 
were set. These men are 
not bent on big crops, 
but they are determined 
to measure up to the 
best in quality.

 Chapel Hill al-
ways has good tobacco, 
and the raisers have 
learned that the better 
the tobacco the better 
the price, and they are 
now going for the top fig-

ures.
The Chapel Hill folks 

say they are going to 
take the “cake” from the 
Woodall tobacco this 
year, or know the rea-
son why. (Andy Woodall, 
that lived in the Piney 
Creek neighborhood had 
the reputation of being 
one of the finest tobacco 
growers around.)

June 17, 1897
Mr. A. Weldon of Tolu 

was in town Tuesday. 
Albert has recently re-
tired from the mill busi-
ness and invested more 
extensively in farms. 
He has a fine farm near 
Tolu.

Mr. E. L. Horning 
hauled two loads of to-
bacco to town Saturday.

J. N. Bracey figures 
on threshing out 1,500 
bushes of wheat this 
season. Wheat harvest-
ing will begin this week.

Mr. John Asbridge 
brought a lot of fine 
honey to town Saturday 
and soon disposed of 
it.  He took 100 pounds 
from four stands of bees. 
He has his hives so ar-
ranged that the honey is 
deposited in our pound 
cases and these are sold 
without breaking the 
comb.

Col. A. D. McFee, one 
of the best farmers of 

the Fords Ferry section, 
is selling his last year’s 
crop of corn this week. 
He sold it at 30 cents per 
bushel, and will deliver 
several hundred bush-
els.

One farmer friend of 
The Crittenden Press is 
musing over the dark 
side of the farming pic-
ture, which hangs con-
tinually before every 
ambitious man, dropped 
into a deep reverie and 
expressed the mis-
ery that hung over his 
soul as follows:  There’s 
a chinch bug on the 
wheat, A cut worm on 
the corn, There’s inter-
est on my note, A mort-
gage on my farm.

 ___
A few years later in the 

early 1900s a Farmer’s 
Union was organized. 
This new organization 
was formed by the farm-
ers and businessmen of 
Marion, as they knew 
how important farming 
was for the benefit of the 
county.   

The organization was 
to help the farmers have 
a more fair and prof-
itable income for their 
sweat of hard and hon-
est labor. It would assist 
farmers in buying and 
selling and the learning 

of new scientific meth-
ods of farming.  

To celebrate the form-
ing of the Farmer’s 
Union, a large celebra-
tion was held in the ear-
ly fall. Early that Sat-
urday morning people 
commenced coming into 
Marion with well-filled 
baskets from all parts of 
the county and by noon 
more than 2,000 peo-
ple had congregated at 
the local park. The pre-
miums offered by the 
merchants and citizens 
of Marion proved an in-
ducement for the farm-
ers and their wives to 
bring in their products, 
and by noon the park 
resembled a county fair.

Every citizen and 
business of Marion was 
delighted with the day 
and called it the most 
successful day Marion 
had experience in years. 
Another much remem-
bered day for the people 
of Crittenden County 
many years ago.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

Raising tobacco and curing it was a long, hard job for 
farmers and their families, but it was a good cash crop 
for them.  In this picture the men are hanging the tobac-
co stalks in the barn to cure.

 JAMES R. CASH 
TTHHEE AUCTIONEER & REAL ESTATE BROKER 
FANCY FARM, KY- 270-623-8466  

“THE SELLING MACHINE”

 AUCTION

THE ANNUAL GIGANTIC 
JACKSON PURCHASE FARM MACHINERY

SATURDAY,  MARCH 14TH, AT 9:00 A.M. 
1001 W Housman - THE FAIRGROUNDS - MAYFIELD,  KY 

THE EVENT OF THE YEAR!

1000’S OF ITEMS WILL BE IN THIS AUCTION
WE NEVER KNOW WHAT WILL BE IN THIS AUCTION 
IF YOU NEED IT -- IT WILL PROBABLY BE HERE 
TRACTORS - All Sizes And Brands 

DOZERS - BACKHOES - TRUCKS 
IMPLEMENTS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION!! 

Hay - Planting - Tillage Equipment 
Hobby One Row Items Up To The Big Farmers!

Only Farm Related Items Will Be Accepted!! Please No Worn Tires, Battered 
Tanks, Hand Tools. We Only Accept Items That In Our Discretion Are Saleable.

CONSIGN TO THE AUCTION THAT BRINGS 
THOUSANDS... TO MAYFIELD, KY 

DELIVER YOUR EQUIPMENT ON 
Wednesday - Thursday - Or Friday 
MARCH 11TH - 12TH - 13TH 
STAFF & LOADERS WILL BE AVAILABLE  
8:00 A.M TO 6:00 P.M. EACH DAY... UNTIL THE LOT IS FULL... 

Rich In History For More Than 45 Years!

3.25x 4.5 FG 2020.qxp_3.25_ FG 2013  2/26/20  1:05 PM  Page 1
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One of my favorite stories 
about Jesus and his disci-
ples begins with a ques-
tion about who to blame. 
Jesus walked by a blind 
man and those 
following him 
asked, “Teach-
er, who sinned, 
this man or his 
parents, that 
he was born 
blind?” (John 
9:2, RSV). Je-
sus immediately 
turned from as-
signing blame to 
looking for God 
to work. It is a 
remarkable sto-
ry as it unfolds 
in the rest of the 
chapter. 

In a religious 
context that was 
looking to blame 
someone for this man’s 
blindness, Jesus gave him 
sight and showed what 
healing can do. He was 
unrecognizable to some. 
Before it was over, he was 
disowned by his parents 
(who were afraid of the 
religious authorities). He 
was pronounced to have 
been “born in utter sin” 
and therefore had nothing 
to teach the religious and 
they threw him out.

They did this because 
Jesus refused to focus on 
whose fault it was and did 
something about it. They 
did it because he no lon-
ger accepted that they and 
their rules were the way to 
being right with God. They 
threw the man out be-
cause they had contempt 
for the one who healed 
him. They threw him out 
because they knew that 
not only was he a sinner, 
but Jesus was as well. In 
the end it was the Phari-
sees who were pronounced 
blind and guilty because 
they claimed they were the 
only ones who could see. 
Beware of those who have 
the answers while vilifying 
others – even if you agree 
with them.

What some want us to 
believe is that they are the 
savior and their opponents 
are to blame for whatever 
the ailment happens to be. 
I’ve heard it in advertising, 
in stump speeches, and in 
churches. 

There are two conflict-
ing ideas in our society 
today that I think relate 
to the blaming syndrome. 

We have developed an at-
titude that individuals are 
no longer responsible for 
the outcome of their lives. 
I do not want to take this 

to an extreme 
which ignores 
the fact that not 
everyone begins 
with the same 
opportunity – 
we do not and 
likely never will. 
But I do want 
to honor people 
by making them 
responsible for 
what they do 
from this day 
forward. Playing 
the blame game 
and having a 
theological ar-
gument about 
the blind man 
and his parents 

may have been interesting 
and even yielded a consen-
sus, but it would not have 
done a thing to help him.

What he needed was 
for someone to touch his 
“sinners” eyes and help 
him see a different life for 
himself than the one he 
had been given. This was 
made possible because Je-
sus was not constrained by 
the religious traditions that 
had so distorted God’s law 
that is was nearly unrecog-
nizable.

It damages us and soci-
ety when we think others 
are ultimately responsible 
for our outcomes. I am not 
suggesting that there is no 
fault to be assigned. I am 
suggesting that unless it is 
done for a positive reason 
it serves no good purpose. 
The first thing is to help 
one get out of danger or 
stabilized so things do not 
get worse. In an argument, 
we sometimes refer to this 
as de-escalation. Some ar-
guments last seconds, oth-
ers last generations.

Blaming others usually 
does not help. It will oc-
casionally salve our con-
science as we point fingers 
and do nothing to help 
either ourselves or each 
other. It leads to contempt 
and resentment. The Brit-
ish doctor who writes un-
der the name of Theodore 
Dalrymple put it this way 
in his book “Life at the Bot-
tom,” about how those in 
power keep the underclass 
in their place, “So what ex-
actly are the rewards of re-
sentment. It is always a re-

lief to know that the reason 
we have failed in life is not 
because we lack the talent, 
energy, or determination to 
succeed, but because of a 
factor that is beyond our 
control and that has loaded 
the dice decisively against 
us.” 

And listening to others 
blame yet others for what 
I consider my rights while 
doing nothing about it 
leaves us in a dark place 
indeed. Dalrymple says, 
“When every benefit re-
ceived is a right, there is no 
place for good manners, let 
alone for gratitude.” 

We all know people who 
need help. If you are tired 
of helping them (because 
this can happen for good 
reasons), don’t give up. 
Find someone else to try. 
May we all do our best to 
keep people attached to 
those who are healthier. 
Life is hard enough with 
a good support network, 
it is brutal when we be-
come isolated.

It seems to me that we 
all should do what we can 
to lift each other up. Give 
hope and stability where 
it is lacking. Teach grat-
itude by being gracious 
rather than demand-
ing to be acknowledged. 
Most people, given time, 
will come to realize their 
part in their mess. Even 
if they do not, it does not 
release us from the op-
portunities we have to lift 
up others without blam-
ing.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Who’s responsible for this?!
n A benefit singing for 

Bro. Schuyler Brantley 
and his family, who will be 
leaving for the Philippines 
soon, will be held March 
29. A meal will begin at 5 
p.m., and singing at 6 p.m. 
Both Sides of the River will 
perform, and a love offering 
will be given to the Brant-
leys as they prepare to en-
ter the missionary field. For 
more information, call (270) 
667-9689.

n Salem Baptist Church 
will have an Easter Egg 

Hunt at 11 a.m., Saturday, 
April 4 at the Salem Baptist 
Church Christian Life Cen-
ter.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry is 
open from 1 to 3 p.m. the 
third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 

Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n The clothes closet of 
First Baptist Church of Fre-
donia is open from 1 to 3 
p.m. every Thursday. It is 
located at the back of the 
church’s Family Life Center 

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Church Events & News

Q: At times it seems like 
I’m all alone. I don’t have 
any close friends.. Some-
times I feel I’m of no value. 
Does God really love me?

A: The answer is un-
equivocally “Yes!” God 
loves You. The Bible tells 
you so through two ques-
tions posed in Romans 8:31 
and 32. “If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He 
who did not spare his own 
Son, but gave him up for us 
all – how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously 
give us all things?” 

God loves you and He is 
for you. He demonstrated 
his love for you once and 
for all at the cross.

When you feel down 
and all alone, stop and 
think about how much God 
loves you. If you were the 
only sinner in the world, He 
would have given His only, 

unique Son, Jesus, to come 
into the world to die just for 
you. 

God loves every one 
of us to have peace with 
Him and an abundant life. 
The reason most people 
are not experiencing that 
peace and abundant life 
is our personal problem of 

sin. Our sin separates from 
God. The only way for us 
to bridge the gap between 
ourselves and Him is Jesus.

To receive Jesus Christ 
into your life, admit you are 
a sinner. Turn from your 
sin (repent). Believe Jesus 
Christ died for you on the 
cross and rose from the 
grave. Through prayer, in-
vite Him into your heart as 
your Savior and Lord.

Send your questions to:  
bob@bobhardison.com

God’s love for you is certain
AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison
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Kentucky Health News
Kentucky found its first case

of the new coronavirus in Harri-
son County last weekend and
Gov. Andy Beshear advised res-
idents of the county to avoid
crowds. 
Early this week, state health

authorities said there were at
least a half dozen cases con-
firmed in Kentucky.
Gov. Beshear's advice came

on the same day that the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention recommended that
all Americans over 60 or those
with heart, lung or kidney dis-
ease avoid public gatherings.
Seniors and people with under-
lying medical conditions are
more vulnerable to the virus.
The governor said the patient

had been treated at Harrison
Memorial Hospital in Cynthi-
ana, and the University of Ken-
tucky said the patient is now in
isolation at UK Chandler Hospi-
tal. Beshear said the patient
was in serious condition but is
improving. 
"There is no cause for fear at

this time," he said.
The hospital said the patient

was treated for "flu-like symp-
toms" and when those didn't
subside, the patient was tested
further but the state Depart-
ment for Public Health "deter-
mined the patient did not
qualify for testing" for the coro-
navirus. However, "due to the
patient's condition," hospital cli-
nicians admitted the patient
"into a negative-pressure isola-
tion room," to prevent spread of
any viruses. "From there, the
patient was transferred to a ter-
tiary care facility," meaning UK.
State Health Commissioner

Steven Stack said in an email to
the Louisville Courier Journal
Saturday night, “Like other
states, Kentucky has been fol-
lowing the CDC guidelines for
who and when to test. This indi-
vidual was tested when CDC
guidelines and clinician judg-
ment determined testing was
medically indicated.”
The Washington Post reports,

"Even where test kits are avail-
able, many states are following
strict criteria for who should be
tested to avoid overwhelming
their labs."
Stack said earlier Saturday,

"The state of Kentucky has all
the test kits it needs to test
everyone we need to test at this
time." With commercial labora-
tories soon doing tests, "We
hope that very soon people will
be able to seek routine medical
care and get a test . . . just like

they would for the flu."
State and local officials said

they expect Harrison County to
have more cases, and Beshear
said the county's schools would
close for "at least a portion of a
week if not a full week," as
health officials had recom-
mended. "We would advise that
public gatherings be delayed,"
and that nursing homes be
closed to visitors, he said.
"We are not advising the clos-

ing of any business," Beshear
said. "What we are suggesting is
engaging on social distancing,
trying to stay six feet apart, and
then practicing good hygiene,
practicing really, really good hy-
giene: washing your hands,
washing them well, washing
them a whole lot more than you
might have a month ago, and
making sure that if you are sick,
anywhere in Kentucky but espe-
cially in Harrison County, do
not go to work."
The virus causes a disease

that has been named covid-19,
for "coronavirus disease 2019."
Symptoms may include fever,
cough or shortness of breath,
and may appear in as few as two
days or as long as 14 days after
exposure.
The U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency has released a
list of EPA-registered disinfec-
tant products for use against
the coronavirus. The EPA's
news release says coronaviruses
are one of the easiest types of
viruses to kill with the right dis-
infectant.
Beshear said that the threat

posed by the virus is still low,
but that he declared a state of
emergency Friday to make sure
the state has access to all of the
resources available to it. He and
other officials advised calm.
"We've gotten through this

just like this, or even worse, in
the past," said Dr. Steven Stack,
commissioner of public health.
He advised against general use
of face masks, or hoarding

them, which could leave health
care short.
Role players include con-

sumers, employers, Congress
At UK HealthCare, “Supplies

of personal protective equip-
ment are exceedingly low, and
many items are on back order,”
UK Executive Vice President for
Medical Affairs Dr. Mark New-
man told employees, asking
them, "Please be frugal."
Beshear said he has invoked,

for preventive and related items,
the state law against price goug-
ing, and has asked Attorney
General Daniel Cameron to en-
force it. Cameron issued a call
for residents to report cases of
price gouging by calling his of-
fice's consumer protection hot-
line, 1-888-432-9257.
Dr. Crystal Miller, director of

the WEDCO District Health De-
partment, based in Cynthiana,
said employers should take pre-
ventive measures: "I urge you to
be flexible in everything that you
do; be creative," she said. "If
your employees are sick, please
be flexible with them."
Beshear has urged employers

who don't offer sick leave to
grant it, to limit the spread of
the virus. He said Saturday that
the state will offer its employees
more sick leave than they have
accumulated.
The state recently started

doing its own testing for the
virus, with four positive results
out of the 21 tests done through
midafternoon Sunday. The fig-
ures are updated at
kycovid19.ky.gov.
U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell

announced Friday that Ken-
tucky would receive at least $7
million to fight the coronavirus.
This money is part of a special
$8.3 billion appropriations bill
President Trump signed that
day. McConnell's news release
said the funding "will be pro-
vided to state officials who will
determine how the resources
will be distributed."

Asked Thursday if any of the
money could be used by  health
departments to help fund their
efforts in controlling the virus,
Beshear said, "I am committed
before this legislature ends or
through any other powers that I
have in making sure that we
have sufficient funding to meet
the threat. . . . This shows how
important our local health de-
partments are, doesn't it? We
haven't appreciated those as a
state in far too long and I think
this serves as a reminder about
how absolutely critical they are."
"The number of public health

workers in Kentucky fell from
3,449 in 2012 to 2,269 last
year," Chris Kenning of the
Courier Journal reports, citing
the Kentucky Center for Eco-
nomic Policy. "The strain is par-
ticularly acute in small, rural
health departments."
Medicaid beneficiaries, take

note
Beshear said the state will not

require pre-authorization for
treatment of Medicaid patients
"for anything related to coron-
avirus." On Friday, he said Ken-
tucky is fortunate to have
expanded Medicaid, something
it did during the administration
of his father, Steve Beshear.
"I do believe that we are in a

better place to address this
than many states because of ex-
panded Medicaid," he said. "I
don't mention that because of
my belief in expanded Medicaid,
but it does mean that there is
more access out there, that peo-
ple will have less barriers to get
service."
Beshear said Kentuckians

should be wary of scammers
and con artists claiming to have
a cure or a vaccine for the virus,
and to be wary of e-mails pre-
tending to be the CDC or other
public-health organizations,
and people claiming to raise
money to develop a coronavirus
vaccine or to help victims.
Newman said most patients

with covid-19 will be treated in
local hospitals or at home. Offi-
cials have voiced concern that
the disease and the flu will over-
load hospitals, and that people
congregating in clinics could
spread the virus.
"If you are sick, try to use the

telephone first," Stack said,
adding that people with a fever
and a cough should "take
Tylenol and stay home and
rest." He said those who are
concerned but not sick should
call the state's covid-19 hotline,
1-800-722-5725.

Kentucky Health News
What most Crittenden

Countians need to know
about their health right
now is that the flu has
slacked a bit in the last
two weeks, but the sea-
son runs through May.
They also need to know

that the flu vaccine is
still useful and is the
best defense against get-
ting the flu and it may in-
deed help with Covid-19.
Kentucky has been re-

porting fewer new cases
of influenza and fewer
deaths from it than it did
in mid February.
The latest weekly re-

port from the state De-
partment for Public
Health shows that in the
week ending Feb. 29,
Kentucky counted 1,591
new cases, down from
1,943 new cases the pre-
vious week. Five flu
deaths were reported in
the state, down from 14
the previous week and
16 the week before that.
During the flu season,
the state has reported

22,591 cases of flu and
85 deaths, four of chil-
dren.
The actual number of

cases is higher, because
not all flu cases are
counted; flu does not
have to be reported, and
three counties did not
contribute to the last re-
port.
Nationwide, the Cen-

ters for Disease Control
and Prevention estimates
that so far this season, at
least 34 million people
have had the flu, causing
350,000 hospitalizations
and 20,000 deaths. Of
those, 136 were children.
Health officials recom-

mend that everyone over
6 months old get an an-
nual flu vaccination. It is
not too late, since the
season usually runs
through May.
Measures to protect

yourself from the flu
could also provide lim-
ited protection from
Covid-19, the respiratory
disease caused by the
new coronavirus, for

which there is no vac-
cine. They are washing
your hands, avoiding
others who are sick,
staying home if you are
sick and other precau-
tions which are listed in
the accompanying chart.
Flu hotspots continue

around the state, includ-
ing Barren County, with
107 new cases, for a total
of 1254; Bullitt with 71
new, for a total of 913;
Carter with 41, for a total
of 235; Fayette with 78,
for a total of 591; Floyd
with 59, for a total of
307; Franklin with 91,
for a total of 548;
Greenup with 42, for a
total of 338; Hardin with
49, for a total of 366; Jef-
ferson with 278, for a
total of 7,764; Knott with
52, for a total of 426;
Knox with 37, for a total
of 162; Perry with 79, for
a total of 1,135; Pike with
84, for a total of 1,195;
and Warren with 55, for
a total of 816.
Local health depart-

ments provide flu shots.

HealthWatch
Flu greater
threat to
KY than
Coivid-19
Kentucky Health News
If you're worried about

coronavirus, you should
be more worried about
the flu, and take the same
precautions, including a
flu shot.
Flu shots are available

from local clinics, pharma-
cies and the Crittenden
County Health Depart-
ment. To make an ap-
pointment, call the health
department at 270-965-
5215.
You should take the

same precautions to
avoid Covid-19 that you
would against influenza,
which is twice as bad as it
was in Kentucky last year
and is a much bigger
threat, having killed 66
Kentuckians.
That's the advice from

the Kentucky Medical As-
sociation, its foundation
and a statewide health
foundation, in the wake of
a February warning from
the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention that coronavirus
outbreaks are expected in
the United States.  
"While novel coron-

avirus presents a low risk
currently to the majority of
populations within the
U.S., we do know that the
virus can spread rapidly
and is transmitted prima-
rily through tiny air
droplets and close contact
with an infected person,"
said Dr. Brent Wright,
president of KMA and
board chair of the Foun-
dation for a Healthy Ken-
tucky.
"The good news is we

already know how to pre-
vent the spread of such a
virus, since protocols for it
are nearly identical to
those for the flu, which re-
mains a much greater
threat to public health cur-
rently. . . . While coron-
avirus is scary, we can be
confident that we are
doing everything we can
to prevent it by treating
the threat of the virus the
same manner we do the
flu."
The flu vaccine won't

work against the novel
coronavirus, but having
the flu weakens the im-
mune system, leaving un-
vaccinated people more
susceptible to contracting
other illnesses, including
coronavirus. 
"It isn't too late to get a

flu shot, even if you've al-
ready had a bout of flu
this season," the founda-
tion said in a press re-
lease with the KMA and
its foundation, the Ken-
tucky Foundation for Med-
ical Care. Flu season
usually runs into May.
"Symptoms of coron-

avirus also closely resem-
ble influenza, so patients
are encouraged to consult
with their doctor if they
are experiencing fever,
cough and shortness of
breath," the release says.
"Health officials have also
emphasized that proper
hand washing is the most
effective way to prevent
the spread of both novel
coronavirus and in-
fluenza."
"Washing your hands

with warm soap and
water, for at least 20 sec-
onds, as frequently as
possible, helps prevent
the spread of germs more
than anything else," said
Ben Chandler, president
and CEO of the Founda-
tion for a Healthy Ken-
tucky. "Covering your
mouth when you sneeze
or cough and staying
away from others when
you are sick are also
common-sense practices
we should be utilizing dur-
ing all seasons, but partic-
ularly to prevent
respiratory illnesses like
the flu and coronavirus."

STAY SAFE

USE THESE PRECAUTIONS
Health officials continue to stress that washing hands
with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds is the
best way to prevent transmission of the virus because it
is mainly transmitted by tiny droplets from sneezes and
coughs. Other suggestions include:
n Only use alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap and
water are not available. 
n Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with un-
washed hands. 
n Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
Stay home if you are sick; especially do not visit with sen-
iors or people with chronic health conditions if you are
sick. 
n Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue and then
throw it away. 
n Get a flu shot. There is no vaccine for the new coron-
avirus, but the flu vaccine can boost resistance to it.
n Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and
surfaces.
n Get a flu shot.

Kentucky reports first cases of Covid-19 coronavirus

Flu cases on decline in Kentucky,
85 die from influenza this season

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County School

District continues to take pre-
cautions against the possibility
of spreading contagious dis-
eases and its leaders have
begun making strategic plans
for a number of possible scenar-
ios that might arise out of the
coronavirus outbreak.
Superintendent Vince Clark

said Tuesday that the health of
students and the community is
weighing heavily on school ad-
ministrators. A meeting of the
school district’s leadership team
was set for Wednesday after-
noon. Clark said school officials
had already been having con-
versations and gathering infor-
mation they might need to make

a quick decisions
if the governor
chooses to close
schools in Ken-
tucky.
If there is a

statewide closure
for an extended
period of time,
Clark said Crit-
tenden County
wants to be prepared to keep
students engaged through its
Rocket Way Non-Traditional In-
struction (NTI) program, which
is commonly deployed when
students are at home because of
hazardous weather conditions.

The NTI program works be-
cause students have carry-
home Chromebooks where they

can complete assignments.
Every student in grades 3-12
has one, but there’s a hitch or
two. Not all of them have charg-
ers that can be taken home and
not everyone has internet ac-
cess. Clark said plans to solve
those issues are ongoing and
the district is working to develop
a plan that might include a food
program for students if the state
puts a halt to classes in public
schools.
Any decision to close schools

would come from the state level,
Clark said.
Staff at each of the three

schools continue to clean and
disinfect classrooms, restrooms,
gyms, locker rooms and buses
as part of a normal routine dur-

ing contagious disease season.
Clark said preventative meas-
ures for the spread of coron-
avirus are largely the same as
the flu.
“We continue to hit that hard,

particularly in high-touch areas
and we continue to stress good
hygiene and  encourage stu-
dents to avoid sharing drinks
and food,” Clark said. “We have
misters that look sort of like leaf
blowers. We use them to spray a
chemical that disinfects large
areas.”
Clark said school leaders will

continue closely monitoring the
coronavirus situation and will
be prepared to deal with what-
ever situations that might arise
due to it.

School district plans for variety of scenarios

Clark



automotive
2011 FORD FUSION, 
165,000 miles, good car, 
AC, power steering. (270) 
871-3707. (2t-37-p)
2004 TOYOTA 4-RUN-
NER, leather interior, sun-
roof, V6, 267,000 miles, 
serviced, garage kept, 
good condition, $5,000. 
(270) 333-4638. (1t-36-p)

lost
FEMALE BLACK LAB 
lost, black collar, grey 
muzzle, last seen on 
Weldon Rd. in Crittenden 
County. Reward offered. 
Goes by Sprig. (270) 836-
3224 (2t-37-p)

for rent
3BR, 2 BATH mobile 
home, central heat & air, 
stove & refrigerator, gar-
bage pickup, yard mainte-
nance. $465/mo. + depos-
it. References required. 
(270) 704-3234. (tfc-je)
FOR RENT in Marion, 2 
large BR, 2 bath, 16x80 
mobile home with appli-
ances. Deposit and refer-
ences required. No inside 
pets. (270) 704-5848 or 
(270) 965-2657. 

employment
MOW PRO, INC. is look-
ing to hire 1-2 people for 
the upcoming mowing 
season. Must have a val-
id drivers license and ride 
to work. (270) 969-0739. 
(1t-36-c)
POLLARD AND SONS will 
be accepting applications 
for upcoming projects. 
These projects are for lo-
cal and traveling crews. 
Positions available: Expe-
rienced Operators, Opera-
tors with GPS experience, 
Site Foreman, Laborers, 
CDL Drivers. Assistance 
with Safety Training for 
open positions is avail-
able; such as 24 hour Sur-
face Mine, 8 hours Sur-
face Retaining, and RWT 
(railroad) training. All rec-
ommended training, but 
not necessarily required. 
To apply please send a 
resume to info@pollar-
dandsons.com or apply at 
222 Pond River Colliers, 

Madisonville, KY 42431. 
(3t-37-p)k
THE EARLE C. CLE-
MENTS JOB CORPS 
ACADEMY is seeking 
employees.  We offer a 
competitive salary, ben-
efits package and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able.  MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com. “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day.” (4t-38-p)

services
MAY’S MOWING SER-
VICE - mowing & weed-
eating. Reasonable rates. 
Call (270) 965-5307. 
(4t-40-p)
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 1240 Valley View 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-2021-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (24t-52-p)

notices
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
fied department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notices
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 

Court Marion, Ky. do cer-
tify that the following has 
filed notice of final settle-
ment: 
Russell W. Miniard of 
4242 S.R. 70, Marion, 
Ky. 42064, administrator 
of Barbara Miniard, de-
ceased.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on April 1, 
2020. All persons having 
exceptions to said settle-
ments are to file same at 
once. 
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-36-c)

bid notices
NOTICE OF SALE OF 

GAS FRANCHISE
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the City of 
Marion, Kentucky, will on 
April 6th, at 4:15 p.m. at 
City Hall, Marion, Ken-
tucky, consider offers for 
sale to the highest and 
best bidder, plus all costs, 
including advertising cost, 
a franchise as defined in 
Ordinance 20-04 adopt-
ed by the City of Marion, 
Kentucky on February 20, 
2020, the full text of which 
Ordinance, including the 
agreement containing the 
terms of the franchise, is 
available for inspection in 
the Office of the City Clerk, 
City Hall, 217 S. Main 
Street, Marion, Kentucky 
between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday.

ORDINANCE 20-04
AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF MARION, KEN-
TUCKY, PROVIDING 
FOR THE CREATION 
AND SALE OF A FRAN-
CHISE FOR THE PRIVI-
LEGE OF CONSTRUCT-

ING, TRANSPORTING, 
OPERATING, MAINTAIN-
ING AND DISTRIBUTING 
NATURAL GAS ALONG 
AND UNDER PUBLIC 
RIGHT OF WAY WITH-
IN THE CITY OF MAR-
ION, KENTUCKY, FOR 
A TERM OF TEN (10) 
YEARS IN CONSIDER-
ATION FOR WHICH, THE 
SUCCESSFUL FRAN-
CHISEE SHALL PAY TO 
THE CITY AN ANNUAL 
SUM EQUAL TO ONE 
PERCENT (2%) OF ITS 
REVENUES; AND FUR-
THER ESTABLISHING A 
BID PROCEDURE FOR 
THE AWARD OF SAID 
FRANCHISE TO THE 
SUCCESSFUL BIDDER. 
Sealed Bids are to be 
delivered to 217 S Main 
Street, Marion, Kentucky, 
to be publicly opened and 
read at 4:15 p.m., C.ST. 
On April 6, 2020. The City 
of Marion reserves the 
right to accept any bid, 
to reject any and all bids, 
to waive any irregularities 
or informalities in award-
ing the franchise and to 
accept what, in its opin-
ion, is the best respon-
sive and responsible bid. 
(3t-40-c) 
CRITTENDEN COUNTY 
FIRE DEPARTMENT is 
selling the following sur-
plus equipment: 2015 
Massimo Alligator 700, 
107 hrs.; FIMCO 40 gal-
lon sprayer unit with 

new electric 3.8 GPM 
pump; Sealed bids will be 
opened April 6 at 7 p.m. 
Please send to P.O. Box 
364, Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Annotate envelope which 
item bid is for. The Fire 
Department has the right 
to accept or reject any 
and all bids. Call Scott 
Hurley (254) 247-9222 
for more information. 
(4t-39-c)
THE CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY FISCAL 
COURT is accepting 
sealed bids for the fol-
lowing products to be 
delivered to the county 
road garage located at 
1901 U.S. 60 E. Marion 
KY 42064.  Items being 
accepted for bid are 12 
ga. Arched bottom poly 
coated Metal culverts 
sizes ranging from 12“ to 
42“ diameter and various 
lengths and also N-12 
plastic culverts sizes 
ranging from 12“ to 42“ 
diameter and 4” perfo-
rated and non-perforat-
ed coils.  Also being bid 
are connection bands for 
both types of culverts.  
All bids must be submit-
ted to the county Judge 
Executive’s office at 107 
S. Main St., Ste. 208 
Marion KY 42064 or by 
emailingbrittany.mardis@
crittendencountyky.org 

by 8:30 a.m. March 19, 
2020, at which time bids 
will be opened at the reg-
ular meeting of the Fiscal 
Court.  Please indicate 
the item being bid on the 
outside of the envelop or 
in the subject line of any 
emails.  If you have any 
questions regarding this 
bid notice, please contact 
the Road Department ad-
ministrative clerk at 270-
965-0892. The County re-
serves the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids in 
accordance with KRS 45-
A. (1t-38-c)
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.

LLC
Buyer of Standing Timber & Land

(270) 988-2796
(270) 871-7537
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He might be struggling
with his shooting and
turnovers. He might have
even had confrontations
with both coach John
Calipari and teammate
Nick Richards during
UK's loss to Tennessee
that apparently led to
him missing last week's
win at Florida. 
Yet one former Ken-

tucky point
guard still be-
lieves Ashton
Hagans is the
key to what
success UK has
or does not
have in post-
season play.
“Ashton is

the complete
key to what we do any
time but particularly in
the postseason” said
Roger Harden, a three-
year starter at point
guard for UK who set a
then single season assist
record with 232 in 1985.
“Ashton has to look to get
everybody involved and
keep them all involved of-
fensively. Control the
pace Coach (John Cali-
pari) wants him to play,
and we are best fast and
I do see him try to do
that.
“To me, Ashton’s

turnovers come from
where he is a little con-
flicted about what his
role is. So many players
control the game through
scoring but our best look
as a team is him keeping
everybody involved and
then picking his spots of-
fensively. When he goes
in and maybe over pene-
trates, he gets conflicted
about what to do and
that’s where his
turnovers go up.”
The assumption after

Hagans did not make the
trip to Florida for “per-
sonal reasons” was that
he would be back for
postseason play based on
what Calipari and UK
players all said. 
“We missed him out

there,” freshman Johnny
Juzang said after the
Florida win. “We know he
was cheering us on and
supporting us. We can't
wait until he's back.”
If he is back Friday

when UK opens South-
eastern Conference
Tournament play, what
about Calipari saying he
didn’t mind Hagans
missing 11 of 13 shots
like he did against
Auburn because the
team could still win if he
played defense, limited
turnovers and had four
or more assists?
“What coach Cal says

publicly, I am not always
sure he believes every-
thing he says,” Harden,
who still ranks third on
UK's all-time assists list
with 498, said. “When he
speaks publicly he is

concerned about Ash-
ton’s confidence and to
me that comment was
about that.
“When I see him shoot

early in the offense it can
throw the rhythm of the
team off. The point guard
has a lot of power and re-
sponsibility. All those
guys have got to believe if
I am open and moving he
is going to find me and
know what he will do. If
they are doing that and
not getting the ball, it
stymies the offense.”
Harden said when Ha-

gans took 13 shots in 31
minutes like he did
against Auburn or 10 in
26 minutes against Ten-
nessee it can negate what
teammates might do who
are more skilled offensive
players. Maybe that led
to some of the friction
last week.
“There will be times

Nick (Richards) goes
three to five minutes and
does not get a touch. If I
am a point guard and
want to win I get the ball
to Nick or (Immanuel)
Quickley if you need a 3
or (Tyrese) Maxey if you
just need a basket pe-
riod,” Harden said.
“Ashton just needs to

consistently think that
way. Our whole key in
March is his attitude and
how he controls the
game. He is competitive
and that might work
against him and he tries
to do too much.
“I am not saying he

can’t score and go to the
hole if a guy is overplay-
ing him. If he’s open from
3, he’s got to shoot …
just not early in the shot
clock because he’s going
to be open late in the
shot clock, too.”
Harden said not to un-

derestimate what Hagans
can do defensively, espe-
cially at the point in the
season when every pos-
session matters more.
“When you know you

are playing a point guard
who is really good on de-
fense it changes your ap-
proach on offense,”
Harden said. “Ashton can
create defense off his of-
fense and opponents
know that. He can run
through passes, pick
your pocket. He has great
anticipation, which can
occasionally hurt us, but
overall he plays really
solid defense. If I was
playing against Ashton, I
would have a little pause
about what I can and
can't do. That's how he
can disrupt a game de-
fensively without you

even realizing it.”
Of course, this is all de-

pendent on Hagans actu-
ally playing this week like
Calipari indicated he
probably  would after the
Cats beat Florida.
-------------------------
Freshman quarterback

Beau Allen has a simple
goal for what he wants to
get done in spring prac-
tice.
“I am going to master

the playbook and work to
get the best I can be
mentally and physically,”
the former Lexington
Catholic quarterback
said. “They teach the
playbook in a great way
here. I have also gone
over a lot of things by
myself. I am not going to
teach myself anything,
but there is a lot of stuff
to it and the more  you go
over it the quicker you
learn it.”
Even before spring

practice started Allen
learned the obvious les-
son almost every college
player does.
“The speed is the

biggest difference and
how fast everything goes
every play,” he said.
He likes the bond in

the quarterback room
with coach Darin Hin-
shaw.
“It has been great to get

to know those guys and
learn about them and
their families and where
they came from. I love all
those guys very much,”
he said.
Allen smiles when

asked what it was like
last season when UK
turned to receiver Lynn
Bowden to play quarter-

back and the Cats ran all
over teams.
“We had one of the best

players ever here to start
playing quarterback and
we didn’t struggle too
much with how well he
ran the ball,” Allen said.
“It was great to watch
them play and see Lynn
do his thing every game
running the ball.
“I would not say it was

weird (for UK to not
throw the ball) because of
how well we did run the
ball. It was fun to see us
win how we did a lot of
those games but I think
this season we will throw
quite a bit more with the
guys we have.”
-------------------------
There could not have

been a better time for
Memphis junior point
guard Kennedy Chandler
to have made his visit to
Kentucky than when for-
mer UK point guard John
Wall — a No. 1 overall
pick in the NBA draft —
was also back on cam-
pus.
Chandler got to meet

Wall at Rupp Arena be-
fore the game and dis-
cuss coach John Calipari
and the UK program with
the NBA star.
“He talked about how

you have to fight for your
position at Kentucky be-
cause of the talent on the
team and that Cal won’t
guarantee anyone any-
thing,” Chandler said.
“You just better go hard
every day in practice.”
Chandler, the top

ranked point guard in
the 2021 recruiting class,
said Wall openly encour-
aged him to pick Ken-

tucky.
Chandler admitted

Wall coming back to UK
to support the program
impressed him. 
“What John Wall said

made it sound like it
would be a good fit for me
and a good school for
somebody like me to be

at. I’m really glad I got to
talk to him because he
can share a perspective
on Kentucky that not
many can,” Chandler
said.
Chris Fisher,

CatsPause/247Sports re-
cruiting analyst, said it
certainly “did not hurt.”

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Former point guard says Hagans still key to postseason

Wild About Game
Mexico Baptist Church held its 16th annual Wild Game Dinner on Feb. 29. The event drew
430 people. Among the activities during the faith-based gathering were calling contests and
leading up to the dinner was the annual clay target shoot. Winners of the contests were
(clockwise from top left) Alex Brown, Landon Curry and Jaxton Duncan in the duck calling;
Isaac Brown, Sydney Keller and Brayden Deboe in turkey calling; Zach Oden, Brighton
Newnum, Evan Rager and Jamine Emmons in youth trap shooting; and in adult trap shooting
it was Barry Stevenson, Bart Redman and Jason Bonnell.
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COLLEGE HOOPS
Moss is named to
all-conference team
Cassidy

Moss has
named to the
All River States
Conference
Women’s Bas-
ketball Second
Team. The
2017 Critten-
den County
graduate and all-time leading
scorer is now playing basketball
at Brescia University. Moss was
also recently named to the River
States Conference Women’s
Basketball Champions of Char-
acter Team. Her coach nomi-
nated Moss for the award and
recognition is based upon play-
ers who exhibit the five character
values of NAIA Champions of
Character which are respect, re-
sponsibility, integrity, servant
leadership and sportsmanship.
Moss averaged 13 points a
game this season for the Lady
Bearcats.

BASEBALL
McCalister on List
Rocket catcher Caden McCalis-
ter was among players listed on
a statewide Watch List released
last week by the Kentucky Base-
ball Coaches Association. The
junior has hit over .400 in his
previous two seasons.

BENEFIT GOLF
4-Person Tourney
There will be a 4-Person Golf
Scramble on Saturday, March 21
at Deer Lakes Golf Course to
benefit the Mary Hall Ruddiman
Canine Shelter. Entry fee is $240
per team, which includes green
fee, cart, practice round and
meal on the day of the event. For
more information or to register
call 270-988-4653 or 270-704-
0921.

YOUTH LEAGUES
Get paid to umpire
Crittenden County Dugout Club
is lining up its umpires for the up-
coming baseball and softball
leagues at Marion-Crittenden
County Park. If you are qualified
and interested in a paid position
as a youth league umpire, con-
tact Misty Champion at 270-704-
3311.

YOUTH SPORTS
Late sign up period
Late registration for little league
baseball and softball is open until
March 21. Because early regis-
tration is closed, there is a late
fee of $25 added to the $40 reg-
istration cost. Go online to the
Crittenden County Dugout Club
Facebook page for more infor-
mation. 

Soccer sign ups
Online registration for youth
soccer remains open until April 3. 
Registration fees are $45 for 4u-
6u and $55 for 8u,10u,12u, and
14u. More information is avail-
able at Crittenden County Youth
Soccer Association’s Facebook
Page.

FOOTBALL
Rocket 2020 schedule
Here is the 2020 football CCHS
football schedule, including two
scrimmage games.
SCRIMMAGES
Aug. 7       at Murray
Aug. 14     at Madisonville
REGULAR SEASON
Aug. 21     Fort Campbell
Aug. 28     Webster County
Sept. 4      Ballard Memorial
Sept. 11    at Caldwell County
Sept. 25   Union County
Oct. 2        at Trigg County
Oct. 9        at Caverna
Oct. 16      Fulton County
Oct. 23      at Russellville
Oct. 30      at Todd Central
Nov. 6       Playoffs begin

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

Sports The Crittenden Press

SECOND REGION
TOURNAMENT

BOYS
At Hopkinsville

OPENING ROUND
Christian County 77, Crittenden Co. 56
Madisonville 67, Henderson County 47
Webster County 88, University Heights 79
Lyon County 65, Caldwell County 59
MONDAY’S SEMIFINALS
Madisonville 64, Christian County 61
Webster County 79, Lyon County 67
TUESDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP
Madisonville vs Webster County, 7pm

GIRLS
At Christian County

OPENING ROUND
Madisonville 70, Crittenden Co. 46
Webster Co. 62, Christian Co. 39
Trigg County 54, Caldwell County 50
Henderson County 71, Hopkinsville 23
FRIDAY’S SEMIFINALS
Madisonville 53, Webster County 45
Henderson County 69, Trigg County 28
SATURDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP
Henderson County 66, Madisonville 49______

STAFF REPORT
The lineup card is stacked

with big bats and a dozen up-
perclassmen make up the
Lady Rocket Softball roster. 
Third-year coach Stephen

Smith returns plenty of expe-
rience from a 16-14 2019 club,
including five seniors and
seven juniors. Crittenden re-
turns all but one member of a
team that led the region in
runs scored at 9.3 per game.
The coach has his sights set

on a 20-win season and cham-
pionship-caliber play in the All
A Classic and Fifth District
tournaments. With seven
starters returning, Smith says
there are high expectations.
“We have one of the oldest

teams we’ve had since I’ve
been here. We’re excited, kids
have been working hard in the
weight room, conditioning,
and the kids are in better
shape than we were last year,”
Smith said. “This group has
worked hard.”
The Lady Rockets’ one loss

to graduation, Brandy Book,
entered Crittenden’s record
book for the most home runs
and most RBI in a high school
career. Book hit nine home
runs last season. Matthia
Long, who had last year’s sec-
ond-highest batting average,

chose not to play softball this
year.
The Lady Rockets have four

players returning who hit over

.300 last season, including
junior Ashlyn Hicks, a two-
time All Region performer who
led the team with a .495 bat-
ting average and recorded zero
strikeouts in 107 plate ap-
pearances.
“It’s almost impossible to get

her out,” Smith said. “Even if
she mis-hits a ball, she still
finds a way to get on base.
She’s just that kind of athlete.”
Jenna Potter, Emmie Smith,

Ellie Smith and Jada Hayes
should also be key hitters this
season.
The pitching staff will be bol-

stered by the return of junior
Chandler Moss, who missed

her sophomore season with a
kneee injury. Jenna Potter,
who pitched 150 innings for
the Lady Rockets last spring
and had an ERA of 3.90, is re-
turning, along with senior
Josie Tapp and junior Destiny
Knight. Riley Smith, an eighth
grader, is likely to see some
time in the circle, too.
Competition for playaing

time continues at spots; how-
ever, Smith’s infield is pretty
well set with twins Ellie Smith
and Emmie Smith playing
catcher and first base, respec-
tively, Jada Hayes returning at
second base and Hicks at
shortstop or third base. Soph-
omore Hadlee Rich and Riley
Smith could also play infield
on the left side. Callie Brown is
likely to get the start in left
field, Kali Champion in center
and Jessie Potter and several
others are being looked at for
right field. Champion could
also see time at catcher and
Rich will be used often as a
utility player.
The Lady Rockets are largely

considered the second best
team in the Fifth District as
Lyon County has perhaps one
of its best clubs in years. The
Lady Lyons are among the
best two or three teams in the
region.

STAFF REPORT
Whether the Rockets can

outdo last year’s mark of 18-
17 will be largely dependant
upon the single most common
denominator in all of base-
ball – pitching.
Crittenden County’s 18-win

mark last season was the sec-
ond most in school history.
The team graduated just two
seniors – all-region outfielder
Payton Riley and inning-gob-
bling pitcher Briley Brown.
Otherwise the lineup will re-
turn largely intact.
Seniors Jayden Carlson and

Erik O’Leary will top the ros-
ter. Carlson is an all-district
outfielder and O’Leary is likely
to be the ace of the pitching
staff.
Ushering along some young

arms will be key to the Rockets
finding success in 2020. A
tougher schedule punctuated
by matchups against Hop-
kinsville, Henderson County,
Calloway County and at least
three games against Lyon
County will test CCHS’s start-
ing pitching and bullpen
depth. The Rockets will also be

playing a three-game set dur-
ing a spring break tournament
in Bowling Green that includes
a contest against Greenwood
High School.
Junior infielders Trace

Adams and Gabe Mott will
have to make more pitching
appearances this season, but

a large load will be placed on
sophomores and freshmen.
Maddox Carlson, Logan Bailey
and Ben Evans will each get
starts this season. The young
pitchers got on the hill a good
bit last year with Carlson
emerging as one of the team’s
best starters down the stretch.
Freshman lefty Case Gobin

has been making great strides
in preseason. Junior Tate
Roberts and sophomore Daley
Deboe will also need to fill
some innings this spring and
Jayden Carlson could either
find a role starting or closing
games.
Ian Ellington and Tyler

Boone, two players who
pitched several innings last
season, will not be playing this
year due to nagging injuries.
Junior catcher Caden Mc-

Calister is the team’s leading
returning hitter. He batted
.423 last year, his second
straight season over .400.
Adams hit .372 a year ago and
is the only returning Rocket
who batted over .300 last
spring. 
Around the infield, Critten-

den will use Adams, Mott, Bai-
ley, Maddox Carlson, Evans,
Roberts and perhaps some
freshmen, such as Seth
Guess, to handle daily chores. 
Junior Braxton Winders,

Jayden Carlson, O’Leary and a
host of others are being looked
at to fill everyday roles in the
outfield. Freshman Briley
Berry has shown great defen-
sive strides out there.
Crittenden has finished run-

nerup in the district tourna-
ment the past three seasons.
Improving upon that will be
contingent – first and fore-
most – on beating Lyon
County. The Lyons have one of
the strongest teams in the re-
gion. Livingston Central re-
turns three players headed to
the collegaite ranks – Josh Wil-
son, Tate Quertermous and
Michael Barrow. Trigg County
also has some key players re-
turning, giving the Fifth Dis-
trict an opportunity for some
exciting matchups this season.
The Rockets open Monday at

Caldwell County and will play
Trigg County late next week to
open league play.

LADY ROCKETS
    SOFTBALL 
13    Callie Brown             OF         So
31    Kalli Champion      OF, INF      Jr
22    Autmn Derby             OF         Sr
3      Jada Hayes           2B, OF      Jr
10    Ashlyn Hicks        SS, 3B, P    Jr
24    Chandler Moss        P, 3B        Jr
32    Desinty Knight         1B, P        Jr
16    Jenna Potter           2B, P       Sr
1      Jessie Potter       INF, OF, P    Jr
00    Hadlee Rich          INF, OF     So
20    Ellie Smith            INF, C, P     Sr
34    Emmie Smith        INF, OF      Sr
18    Riley Smith             INF, P      8th
83    Josie Tapp               1B, P       Sr

ROCKETS
    BASEBALL 
7      Trace Adams          INF, P       Jr
1      Logan Bailty           INF, P      So
24    Evan Belt                C,OF        Fr
12    Briley Berry               OF         Fr
13    Tanner Beverly        OF, P       So
20    Seth Blackburn       INF, P       Fr
23    Jayden Carlson       OF, P       Sr
34    Maddox Carlson     INF, P      So
14    Casey Cates              C          8th
27    Daley Deboe           OF, P        Jr
6      Ben Evans              INF, P      So
15    Case Gobin             1B, P       Fr
11    Seth Guess           INF, OF      Fr
22    Caden McCalister      C           Jr
4      Gabe Mott               SS, P       Jr
2      Erik O’Leary            OF, P       Sr
17    Tate Roberts        INF, OF, P    Jr
3      Braxton Winders   OF, INF      Jr

STAFF REPORT
Out of the chute, Crittenden County

looked like a darkhorse ready to lasso
some thunder in the opening round of the
Second Region Basketball Tournament
last week at Hopkinsville.
The Rockets led by as many as seven

points in the first period, and were within
10 points at the half before fading against
Eighth District champion Christian
County.
The Colonels’ quickness helped it get

open shots, including a barrage of three
pointers that buried CCHS in the second
half.
“I was pretty happy with the way our

kids competed,” said Rocket basketball
coach Denis Hodge. “Christian County is a
good ball club.”

The Rockets finish the season 16-17,
matching Coach Hodge’s 2015 team for
most wins in his nine-year tenure as head
coach. Christian County lost in the tour-
nament’s second round to Madisonville.

Christian 77, Crittenden 56
Crittenden Co.       18        30       44         56
Christian Co.         19        40       59         77
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 3, O’Leary 10,
Winders, Mott 15, Boone 11, Dobyns, M.Carl-
son 1, J.Carlson, McGowan, Turley 16. FG 17.
3-pointers 2 (Mott, Morgeson). FT 20-24,
CHRISTIAN - Dillard 9, Chambers 13, Mathis
14, Davis, Leavell 6, Vaughn, Foster, Johnson,
Bussell 15, T.Vaughn, Forte, Farrow, White. FG
26. 3-pointers 9. FT 16-17.

Christian
Rebuff

Crittenden
County senior
Erik O’Leary bat-
tles for a re-
bound against
Christian County
players during
last week’s
opening round
loss in the Sec-
ond Region at
Hopkinsville. The
Rockets finished
the season with
16 wins, one of
the best marks
in the past 10
years.

Rockets fade in 2nd half

Rockets hope to develop more pitching

SPRING SPORTS PREVIEWS

Expectations high for Lady Rockets in ’20

After missing her sophomore
season with a knee injury,
Chandler Moss is back in the
circle for the Lady Rockets.



Conger
Phillip W. Conger, 66,

of Dawson Springs died
Monday, March 2, 2020
at his home.
He was a member of

Mexico Baptist
Church and an
avid outdoors-
man and sup-
porter of the
NRA. He was a
veteran of the Army Na-
tional Guard.
Surviving are his

mother, Lena May
Canada Conger of Fredo-
nia; three brothers,
Bruce Conger of Fredo-
nia, Bobby Conger of
Fredonia, Mike Conger of
St. Louis, Mo.
He was preceded in

death by his father,
Phillip Wayne Conger Jr.;
and a daughter, Shan-
non Michelle Conger.
Services were Thurs-

day, March 5 at Morgan's
Funeral Home in Prince-
ton with Rev. Mark
Faughn officiating. Bur-
ial was at Fredonia
Cemetery.
Memorials may be

made to St. Jude Chil-
dren's Research Hospi-
tal, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105-
9959 or NRA, 11250
Waples Mill Road, Fair-
fax, VA 22030.

Thomas
Michael Ryan Thomas,

29, of Marion died March
3, 2020 at Crittenden
Community Hospital.
Survivors include his

father, Ricky Thomas of
Marion; mother, Meshea
Crysup of Port Angeles,
Wash.; a brother, Patrick
Ellis Thomas of Boulder,
Colo.; grandmother,
Ginny Leonberger of
Shawneetown, Ill.; and
numerous aunts, uncles
and cousins.
Services were Thurs-

day, March 5 at Gilbert
Funeral Home in Marion.
Burial was at Love Ceme-
tery.  
Memorials may be

made to the Muscular
Dystrophy Association,
161 N. Clark, Ste 3550,
Chicago, IL 60601.

Marshall
Helen Louise Marshall,

89, of Ledbetter died Fri-
day, March 6, 2020 at
Parkview Nursing and
Rehabilita-
tion Center
in Paducah.
She was a

member of
Sou th l and
Baptist Tem-
ple, and the Red Hat So-
ciety. She especially
loved to cook, play Bingo,
and Rook.
Surviving are her

daughters, Linda Mar-
shall of Ledbetter,
Martha Wilke (Ray) of
Belknap, Ill., Betty Faye
Little (Jim) of Marion;
two sisters, Dorothy
Skweirtz of Portage, Ind.,
and Georgianna Hansen
of Sandy, Utah; one
brother, Winfield Hardy
of Midvale, Utah; several
grandchildren; great-
grandchildren; and
great-great-grandchil-
dren.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Tilford Marshall; a
daughter, Beverly Mar-
shall; a son, Bob Mar-
shall; a sister, Jeannie
Smith; and her parents.
Services were Sunday,

March 8 in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services.
Burial was at Mapleview
Cemetery in Marion.

Neighbors
Arnella Geraldine

Neighbors, 79, of Marion
died  Wednesday, March
4, 2020 at Crittenden
Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center. 
She was preceded in

death by two sons Dou-
glas Bigham and James
Bigham; and her par-
ents, Allie Ray and Nellie
Knight Driver. 
Surviving are a son An-

thony Bigham of Waldorf,
Md., a daughter Traci
Bigham of Marion, two
brothers, Farron Driver
of Marion and Kamen
Driver of Farmington;
five sisters, Detra Camp-
bell of Marion, Rebecca
Conger of Marion,
Brenda Roberts of

Franklin, Viva Tinsley of
Hopkinsville and Starr
Lewellyn of Murray,
seven grandchildren,
eight great-grandchil-
dren; and two great-
great-grandchildren. 
Services were Satur-

day, March 7 at Dunn's
Funeral Home in Ed-
dyville with Rev. Jerrell
White officiating. Burial
was at Hebron Cemetery
in Lyon County. 

Wilcox
Neta Lois (Adams)

Wilcox, 73, of Salem died
Friday, March 6, 2020 at
Salem Springlake Health
and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter.
She was a

homemaker
and of the
C h r i s t i a n
faith.
Surviving

are sons,
Keith (Suzette) Wilcox of
Sebree,  Kent (Jessica)
Wilcox of Fredonia and
Joey (Gelaine) Jones of
Eddyville; sisters, Mary
Jane Dale of Marion,
Jeanette Wright of Ear-
lington, Peggy Gass of
Marion and Kathy
Schroeder of  Marion;
nine grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in

death by her parents,
Harley and Mima Jean
Clark Adams; three
brothers and two sisters.                                                                               
Services will be at 1

p.m., Thursday, March
12 at Myers Funeral
Home in Marion. Burial
will be at Hurricane
Cemetery. Friends may
call at Myers Funeral
Home from 5-8 p.m., on
Wednesday and from 9
a.m., until the funeral on
Thursday.

For Online Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com
boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com

Sullenger
Nyoka Melva Jean

“Sissy” Sullenger, 65,
died Friday, March 6,
2020.
She worked as a cook

on a towboat for WKN
and Inland
Marine, and
she loved to
shop and
collect many
things, in-
cluding an-
gels. 
Surviving are her

daughter, Samantha Mc-
Dowell Edmonds
(Michael Hoffman) of Pa-
ducah; two sons,
Thomas McDowell (Kim)
of Paducah, and Jamie
McDowell (Jessica) of
Reidland; one sister, Ser-
ena Stalion of Jackson,
Tenn.; a brother, Donald
Blake Jr. of Paducah; six
grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren; and
several aunts, uncles,
nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in

death by a sister, Donna
Sue Tucker; a brother,
Dennis Ray Sullenger;
and her parents, Dennis
Eugene and Samantha
(Turner) Blake.
Services were Tuesday,

March 10 in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services.
Burial was at Deer Creek
Cemetery.

Cooper
Ann Cooper, 90, of

Marion died March 9,
2020 at Salem Spring
Lake Nursing And Reha-
bilitation Center .
Survivors include sons,

John M. Hill of Mar-
tinsville, Ind. and Gerold
J. Hill of Las Vegas, Nev.;
a step-daughter, Cathy
Champion; four grand-
children; and eight great-
grandchildren.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Roy Cooper; and parents
Clarence and Pearl New-
com.  
Graveside services  will

be at 1 p.m., Friday
March 13 at Mapleview
Cemetery.
Memorials may be

made to the Crittenden
County Senior Citizen
Center, 210 N. Walker
Street, Marion, KY 42064

Massey
Randall Davis Massey,

58, of Calvert City died
Sunday, March 8, 2020
at Marshall County Hos-
pital in Benton.
He was a member of

Altona Missionary Bap-
tist Church and loved
hiking, camping, movies,
and playing guitar.
Surviving are his

daughter, Sunnie (Shan-
non) Edging of Grand
Rivers; three grandchil-
dren, Dylan, Madison,
and Jayce; and one spe-
cial friend, Heather Whit-
ney.
He was preceded by

death by his wife,
Dorothy Martin Massey;
and his parents, Marvin
and Betty Johnson
Massey.
Services will be held at

3 p.m., Sunday, March
22 at Altona Missionary
Baptist Church, 5827
U.S. 62, Calvert City.
Boyd Funeral Directors

and Cremation Services
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

For Real Time
Updates on Obituaries
follow us online at
The-Press.com
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Area Deaths MPD activity report
Data below provided by Marion Police Department from

February 2020 compares figures with January 2019 and
reflects year-to-date totals for 2020.

                                                      February        February                  2020
CATEGORY                                        2019                2020              TOTAL

Miles driven/patrolled         1,777         2,625           5,292
Criminal investigations             7                9                17
Domestics                                  7              12                23
Felony Arrests                           3                3                50
Misdemeanor arrests                5                4                14
Non-criminal arrests                  2                8                13
DUI arrests                                0                1                  3
Criminal summons served        0                3                  4
Traffic citations                        15              23                40
Traffic warnings                       13                6                16
Other citations                         14              17                17
Parking tickets                           0                0                  0
Traffic accidents                        3                1                  6
Security checks/alarms          41              31                89
Calls for service                    169            179              468

Crittenden County Middle School speech team mem-
bers (from left) Aria Kirk, Ava Henry and Dixie Hunter
were awarded certificates for distinguished perform-
ances at the Kentucky High School Speech League's
Junior State tournament held Feb. 28-29 at University
of Kentucky.  Kirk and Henry are Improvisational Duo
competitors while Hunter's category is Dramatic Inter-
pretation.



CENTURY
Continued from page 1
has only slightly changed
over the past 100 years,
as the woman’s club con-
tinues to enrich the lives
of its members with edu-
cational programs and
leave a positive impact on
its community and the
community’s youth.
As the club celebrates

its 100th anniversary on
Saturday, it warrants re-
flection of the contribu-
tions several hundred
members have made in
the community.
Today, the oldest living

member of the club is
Margaret June Johnson,
who has been a member
of the Woman’s Club for
69 years. 
A businesswoman her-

self, Johnson was an ex-
ample of many
hard-working women
who have served their
community through the
club.
Originally, membership

was assumed to be for
women who did not work,
as most of the meetings
were held in the daytime.
But that changed over
the years as more women
entered the workforce.
What has not changed

is the commitment to en-
richment.
“Programs include con-

servation, music and dif-
ferent areas that come
down from international,

we have a reading club,
so there are a lot of op-
portunities for women to
enrich their own lives and
the community,” said
Nancy Hunt.
“Changes we have

made over the years
adapt to what would at-
tract a member,” Hunt
said. “Half of the meet-
ings are at night to ac-
commodate women who
work, plus we have one
meeting a year on a Sat-
urday to encourage par-
ticipation.”
Women once had to be

sponsored by a club
member to join it, but
those requirements have
been loosened. Today
women only need to at-
tend two meetings and
then their membership is
approved.
While the club’s mem-

bership roll was once

near 100, there remain
now only 21 active mem-
bers, which Hunt said is
comparable to clubs in
other small towns.
Marion is one of only

five in the 1st District –
including Murray, Hazel,
Paducah and Benton –
that remains a member
of the General Federation
of Women’s Clubs in Ken-
tucky. Some smaller
chapters have formed
with neighboring coun-
ties in order to conduct
club businesses and con-
tests.
In 100 years, the

Woman’s Club of Marion
has hosted luncheons,
teas, storytelling hours
and other fundraisers to
raise money for Red
Cross, American Legion
and many other worthy
projects. 
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PACS Community Services
Case Manger for 
Crittenden County
Kathey Penn

Q:What is your job de-
scription?

A: CSBG stands for
Community Services Block
Grant and I am the Case
Manager for the Crittenden
County program. Our mis-
sion statement is to help
low income families get
above poverty level. I do
lots of partnerships with the
school system, Extension
office and Red Cross. 

Q:What kind of assis-
tance can people receive
here?

A:A big thing that we
can help people with is find-
ing employment. I will work
with individuals who want to
work by creating a plan and
following that plan up for

five to six months. I help
families with income man-
agement for those who are
struggling with paying bills
and managing their money.
We manage a homeless
program in which we give
the homeless backpacks
with essential products in
them such as water bottles,
clothes and hygiene prod-
ucts. We are currently offer-
ing a LiHeap Crisis
Program. Education assis-
tance is given to those who

qualify. In the future, I will
start teaching classes
through the PACS office
that will range in topics to
help and inform community
members.

Q:What is available? 
A:Everything here is

donated to us. We provide
clothing assistance for dif-
ferent genders and age
groups. In addition to this,
we also provide household
items and pieces of furni-
ture for those who need
them. 

Q:What are your com-
mon needs and don't-
needs?

A:Right now, our
biggest needs are dressers
and beds for families. We
also are in need of mi-
crowaves, towels, wash-
cloths and silverware.
Stoves and refrigerators are
also items in need. We
have lots of dressy items,
and are looking for casual
clothes for men and

women. Casual items such
as jeans are in high de-
mand because it is difficult
to have an abundance of
certain sizes. We have lots
of women's items. Any kind
of furniture is needed. We
do tax deductions. If you
want to donate items, con-
tact Kathey at (270)
965-4763 to make arrange-
ments for a drop-off time. 

Q:When are you all
open?

A:Our office hours are
usually 7:30 a.m., until
noon. We break for lunch
between 12-1. After that, we
stay open until 4 p.m. How-
ever, program applications
are stopped at 3 p.m. If any-
one is need of assistance,
they should come to the of-
fice before 3 p.m. 

Pennyrile Allied Community Services Center on North Walker Street in Marion

TYPE OF COLLISION        2015     2016     2017    2018    2019
With Injury                            70       60      49      53      39
With Fatality                          3         1        4        3        2
With Property Damage        179     160    159    137    133
Involving Commercial Vehicle 12        9       10       0        9
Total Persons Injured           90       82      73      76      59
Total Fatalities                       3         1        4        3        2

*Statistics Compiled by Crittenden County Sheriff’s Dept.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY
Statistics from Last 5 Years

Salem man
still missing
Livingston County au-

thorities are still request-
ing the public’s
assistance in locating
Gary “Gabby” Cowen, 62,
who was last seen on
Johnson Road near
Salem on Jan. 21 and at
the cafe in Salem on Jan.
22. 
Anyone with knowledge

of Cowan’s whereabouts
or possessing any other
information should call
the the Livingston County
Sheriff's Department at
270-928-2122 or Ken-
tucky State Police at 800-
222-5555.
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Charlie Day
Marion Market Manager

270-965-1222
cday@e�rstunitedbank.com

NMLS# 1457385
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STAFF REPORT
Marion Police Depart-

ment has issued a warn-
ing to local businesses to
be on the lookout for
counterfeit cash.
Police Chief Ray O'Neal

said that a number of
fake $20s and at least
one fake $5 has been
passed at local busi-
nesses over the past
week or so.
Restaurants and con-

venience stores have
been among the mer-
chants who've identified
fake cash.
The chief says that if a

merchant receives a fake
bill and recognizes that it
is counterfeit, it is best to
keep the money and im-
mediately call police.

Police have identified a
multiple suspects thanks
to surveillance video. The
driver of a four-door Lin-
coln seen in one video
was stopped last week
and arrested on warrants
from Lyon and Critten-
den counties. Patrolman
James Duncan’s traffic
stop also led to the driver,
Dakota Hunter,  being
charged with driving on a
DUI suspended license
and other traffic viola-
tions. He was lodged in
Crittenden County De-
tention Center. Officer
Duncan said Hunter did
not possess any counter-
feit money at the time of
the arrest. The counter-
feit case continues to be
investigated. 

Fake cash showing up in stores
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